The Writing Center
Ocean County College, Russell 124

732.255.0400 x2262

The Writing Center@SEC x680

What is The Writing Center?

The Writing Center is a free service open to all OCC and Kean@Ocean students who are looking for help with reading and/or writing.  Our goal is to support your long-term development as a writer and reader by giving you new skills and resources.  We work with students who are struggling with their writing/reading as well as with more advanced students who would like to work on polishing their writing or taking it to another level.  We also help with the development of study skills.
At The Writing Center, well-trained tutors are available to help you at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to final editing.  A writing tutor will read your work and offer feedback on its strengths and weaknesses, identify major recurring errors and go over the errors with you.  The tutor will also provide you with handouts or online links to further help with writing challenges.  

The Writing Center does not provide proofreading and editing services.  The tutor will not tell you what to say or correct your work for you.  Rather, a writing conference is an active learning experience designed to help you develop independence in your writing.  

Professors in all disciplines, like Math, History, Health and Sciences, Art and English, frequently recommend The Writing Center to their students, but feel free to drop in on your own.

What are The Writing Center’s hours?

The Writing Center on the main campus is open days, evenings and on Saturday mornings during the regular academic year; hours at the SEC differ from those on the main campus.  The Writing Center is also open during summer term.  You can find updated hours throughout the year on Cruiser or by calling. 

· To find the hours on Cruiser:  log in to Ocean Cruiser, go to “My Communities,” scroll down to “My Generic Communities” and click on “Tutoring and OCC Learning Resources.”  Along with updated Writing Center hours, you’ll see links to online writing resources.  
How do I schedule a conference? 

Sometimes you might want to schedule a conference in order to be assured of a conference appointment when you need it, especially if it’s a busy time in the semester.  
Scheduling a Conference
Conferences are in ½-hour to 1-hour time slots, depending on the demand for tutors and on the needs of an assignment.  The conference schedule fills up quickly during busy times in the semester, so don’t wait until the last minute to make an appointment.  Call 732.255.0400:  x2262, main campus; or x680, SEC.
Canceling a Conference

If you cannot make your scheduled conference, please let us know (call or drop in) as soon as possible so that we may schedule other students in that timeframe.  We appreciate your consideration. 

What do I bring to a conference?

Bring your professor’s assignment directions as well as a hard copy of anything you’ve done so far for the assignment.  If you’d like to work on reading and study skills, bring the material that you’re working on for your course(s).    

What happens during a conference?  

Typically, at the beginning of a conference your tutor will take a few minutes to develop a plan for the conference.  The rest involves collaboration between you and the tutor to address your concerns and will include discussion and writing.  Your tutor will also provide helpful handouts, references and online links pertaining to the concerns addressed in the conference.  

At the end of the conference, your tutor will write a summary of what you discussed together.  You will be asked to initial the summary in order to acknowledge that you’ve had the discussion, and the form will then be sent to your professor.

You may also want to consider scheduling regular conferences throughout the semester in order to address more of your needs. 

Are there online resources I can use for writing and research help, like for information about MLA and APA paper formats? 
· The Purdue OWL  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

· Literacy Education Online at St. Cloud Univ (LEO) http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/ 

· OCC Library  www.ocean.edu/library/welcome.htm  
· To access OCC's databases, use Cruiser 

· UC Berkeley  http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/FindInfo.html
