OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE: The New Class Schedule/Fact Sheet
Implementation: Fall 2007

The new class schedule was developed by a task force of college personnel, a task force that was widely representative of the Academic Affairs Division and those persons within the division directly involved with scheduling.  The first version of the proposal was articulated by the Dean of the English Department, Dean George Perabo, in response to general parameters that were developed by the task force. The schedule was first modified by discussions within the task force and then further modified as a result of the campus dialogue that took place from February to October in 2006.  Involved in these campus-wide discussions were the academic departments, the College Senate, Senate committees, representative student groups, campus-wide e-mails, the President’s Leadership Team, focus groups, campus hearings and an e-mail survey (October 2006) in which 1,304 students participated.  The results of the survey showed that students overall favor the 75-minute class hour and that a significant number (38%) had some level of interest in the Wednesday-Saturday option, a third scheduling option (we currently offer only two day-class sequences—MWF and TTH).  

In brief, the following are the major advantages of the new schedule over the current schedule:

· All classes will be taught in a 75-minute format providing consistency in the teaching/learning experience;

· Students and faculty will have an extra day between class meetings in order to have more time to prepare for each class session, but will not have a five-day gap between class meetings (as they now do from Thursday to Tuesday);

· There will be fifteen minutes between classes (instead of ten) to allow students more time to arrive at their next class on time as our campus grows and the distance between buildings increases;

· There will be a third class scheduling option for students who are available on Wednesday and Saturday mornings (Classes scheduled during these times will be in addition to our current offerings, thus will offer more classes and also respond to our expanding enrollments—7% increase, FA 06.);

· Classes will begin on either the hour or the half hour, eliminating the current asymmetrical start times that tend to be confusing;
· One afternoon a week (instead of the two we have now) will be used to schedule campus meetings and activities thus adding a full afternoon for class scheduling;    
· Campus facilities (especially our classrooms) built with taxpayers’ dollars will be better utilized. The new schedule creates better class distribution to avoid unhealthy overcrowding during some hours (at our current 10:00 AM hour the classrooms are utilized for an excessive 86.8%) and to avoid under-utilization at other hours (our current 3:00 PM class hour is utilized only 23.9% and Friday is utilized only 39.7%).

· Working students will have as much (or more) time with the new scheduling configurations to schedule work hours and students who are parents of pre-school children may actually need fewer days of child care than they presently require.
Of the nineteen community colleges in New Jersey, only one college other than Ocean still uses the 50-minute class hour.  The other seventeen have all moved to the 75-minute class hour, many making this move more than ten years ago.  It should be understood that a 75-minute class hour does not mean a 75-minute lecture but, rather, a time period that can accommodate a variety of teaching styles to serve the variety of learning styles that students bring to us.  We are confident that this schedule will vastly improve the effectiveness of instruction at Ocean County College.  
OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE

Class Schedule, FA 2007
	Day
	(M-TH),(T-FR)
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	8:00 AM
	A
	K
	U
	A
	K
	U

	9:30 AM
	B
	L
	V
	B
	L
	V

	11:00 AM
	C
	M
	W
	C
	M
	W

	12:30 PM
	D
	N
	X
	D
	N
	X

	2:00 PM
	E
	O
	Y    ACTIVITY
	E
	O
	Y

	3:30 PM
	F
	P
	Z     ACTIVITY
	F
	P
	Z

	Evening
	(M-W), (T-TH)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5:00 PM
	G
	Q
	G
	Q
	AA
	  

	6:30 PM
	H
	R
	H
	R
	BB
	 

	8:00 PM
	I
	S
	I
	S
	CC
	 

	9:30 PM
	J
	T
	J
	T
	DD
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