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The Arts of the Islamic World
Fall 2009

Dear Students:

Welcome to the Fall Semester!  We are about to spend fifteen weeks examining
the architecture, sculpture, painting, and luxury goods that are the legacy of the Islamic World.  Geographically, we will be dealing with artistic traditions from an immense variety of cultures—from Northern Africa to Indonesia; from the Steppes of the former USSR to the sundrenched tip of Spain; from the Indian Subcontinent to the Eastern United States—and, of course, from the Middle East. I promise you that it will be exciting! 
Here’s what you need to know about this Art History class:

1. We will spend quite a bit of time sitting in the dark, looking at images that are projected on the screen via powerpoint presentations. Although I do try to vary activities as much as possible, there is just no getting away from the fact that we will be looking at pictures, A LOT!
2. I LOVE discussion!!!! And the class is only as interesting as we can collectively make it.  Furthermore, since this is a small class filled with highly intelligent and discerning people, I intend to utilize a seminar format whenever possible.
3. I will treat this class as a cumulative endeavor; therefore, a considerable portion of your performance assessment/grade will be based upon your sustained progress throughout the 15 weeks.
4. Although this class does focus upon history, I also expect all of you to stay current with relevant issues pertaining to Muslim society and culture.  Discussion of emerging information will be a daily part of our classroom experience.  (Otherwise, subjects that are based in the past ultimately remain irrelevant.)
5. In order to most effectively build upon your personal interests, we will collectively determine which textbook chapters will receive the greatest emphasis, especially regarding the “Categories of Creation”
6. Depending upon the collective interest, final grades will be based upon some combination of quizzes, essays, and a research project—in combination with your class participation.  We will finalize these requirements during the first week of the semester. 
7. You will have plenty of extra-credit opportunities, geared to a wide variety of learning styles, which you can use to boost your grades. Notably, there will be at least one opportunity for a museum visit, TBA.

8. I sincerely hope that you will let me know if there are any particular aspects of Islamic Art that you would especially like to cover.
Now, let’s have some fun!




In peace, Dr K

Ocean County College
ARTS 191—The Arts of the Islamic World
Professor's Syllabus
· Professor’s Name:

Dr. Marilyn R. Kralik
· Course Title: 

    
ARTS 190—The Arts of the Islamic World
Catalog Description: 

The course will examine the background, origins, and evolution of Islamic art and architecture from the 7th century rise of Islam to the present. The course will investigate the fundamentals of Islam as a faith and Islam's relationship to the pre-Islamic past, as well as the theoretical problem of creating a new visual culture to serve a new religion and society. It will also provide a basic understanding of the major themes and important regional variations within the Islamic World, including the specialized Islamic Arts of India, Indonesia, North Africa and Turkey. 
· Semester:


Fall 2009
· Office Location:

B110
· Phone Number:


(732) 255-0400 X2276
· E-Mail Address: 

mkralik@ocean.edu
mrkdfw@comcast.net
Office Hours:  
Monday/Thursday   11-12 & 2-3


Tuesday

12:30-2




Friday


 1:30-2







(& upon request)
To arrange a meeting with your instructor in addition to the regularly scheduled office hours, please contact your instructor directly or contact Ms. Karin Smith, School of Language and the Arts (Phone: 732-255-0338/Email: ksmith@ocean.edu)
Required Text and other Materials: 
· TEXTBOOK: Nasser D. Khalili, Islamic Art and Culture: A Visual History.
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· Course Learning Outcomes/Objectives (from the Official Course Description):
All of these components are directed to competencies:

· Each student will be comfortable with the language, concepts, and history of art

· Students will demonstrate their ability to read related historical literature

· Students will demonstrate critical thinking about art history and related fields—archaeology, anthropology, architecture, study of material culture

· Every student will be able to conduct and complete effective research 

· Students will compare western and nonwestern works in terms of basic themes, motifs, execution
· Students will have the opportunity to develop a deeper interest in world religions
 





[image: image2.png]



General Education Goals Addressed in the Course 
6.
To develop an understanding of the aesthetic and intellectual experience of literature and the arts and appreciate creative expression.

The student will be able to:

a. Identify and analyze the essential characteristics of a work of literature or art.

b. Make informed judgments regarding the value of a work relative to its art form.

c. Evaluate the historical and cultural significance of a work of literature or art.

d. Participate in an aesthetic experience either as a creator-performer or as an informed observer.

7. To develop a historical consciousness, including the ability to reflect thoughtfully and accurately about historical and contemporary issues of local, national and global importance.

The student will be able to:

a. Identify principal historical eras during which major world civilizations developed.

b. Discover cross-cultural influences among major civilizations during principal historical eras.

c. Describe those social institutions, movements, individuals, ideas, beliefs and issues which were dominant in each major area.

d. Describe the experiences of groups identified by race, gender and/or ethnicity as examples of historical evolution.

e. Recognize differing interpretations in evaluating the past and present.

f. Recognize historical events and movements that are directly relevant to understanding the contemporary world.

g. Apply a global perspective in evaluating twentieth century historical development.

8.
To develop an understanding and appreciation of diversity among cultures, including respect for various ways of viewing the world.

The student will be able to:

a. Explain the concept of culture and the characteristics that distinguish one culture from another.

b. Analyze his/her own culture and compare or contrast it with other cultures.

c. Recognize prejudicial attitudes and discriminatory actions.

d. Recognize the cultural heterogeneity of the United States by characterizing its racial, ethnic, linguistic and religious diversity.

e. Describe several value differences among cultures with the goal of articulating accurate perceptions about cultural pluralism in our world.

9. To develop a global perspective on problems and issues that humankind faces, and to explore solutions which are morally, socially, economically, politically and ecologically sound.

The student will be able to:

a. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of world physical geography.

b. Understand how regional problems and their solutions may have global impact.

c. Identify political and economic realities as they impact on moral, social and ecological issues in a major power country and in a third world country.

	My Personal Goals for this Course:

· To engage in passionate discussion of exciting Ideas—to fall in love with the Art of the Islamic World
· To evoke an understanding of the interactions between Islam and the West, as evidence in art.
· To work together collaboratively in scholarly investigation, while exploring a great world artistic tradition
· To bring relevance to the subject of Islamic Art History, extending beyond the classroom

· To have fun


WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS???
· Evaluation of student

TBA—determined during the first week of class
(this will involve some combination of quizzes, essays, research project and class participation)

· Grading scale: 

A
=
95-100
B+
=
90-95

B
=
85-90


C+
=
80-85

C
=
75-80

D
=
70-75

Opportunities for Extra Credit (must be accompanied by a reflective essay*):

· Book Review







+   5  points

· Documented visit to an art museum, with review

+ 10 points

· Evidence of understanding of relevant current events

+   5 points
· Other?
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 “If the World was a Village of 100 People”

(Dr. Philip M. Harter, Stanford University School of Medicine)
57 would be Asians

21 would be European

14 would be from the Western Hemisphere

8 would be African

52 would be female

48 would be male

70 would be nonwhite

30 would be white

70 would be non-Christian

34 would be Christian
33 would be Muslim
89 would be heterosexual

11 would be homosexual

6 people would possess 59% of the entire world’s wealth

 






and all 6 would be from the U.S.

80 would live in substandard housing

70 would be unable to read

50 would suffer from malnutrition

1 would be near death

1 would be pregnant

1 would have a college education
If you live in a good home, have plenty to eat and can read, you are a member of a very select group

And if you have a good house, food, can read and have a computer, you are among the very elite

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness . . .  you are more fortunate than the million who will not survive this week

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation . . . you are ahead of 500 million people in the world

If you can attend a religious ceremony of your choice without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death . . . you are fortunate.  More than three billion people in the world can’t

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep . .  .you are richer than 75% of this world

If you have money in the bank and/or in your wallet, and even spare change in a dish someplace . . . you are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy.
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Please list Muslim Majority countries below

	EUROPE
	ASIA
	AFRICA

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Statement of Plagiarism: Students should refer to the student handbook and review Policy #5180. Although issues of plagiarism do not normally arise in EXPE 105, due to the nature of this course, it is important to know that OCC has a strict policy relating to academic honesty. 

· Campus resources and services: Every student should make use of these resources as appropriate: The Writing Lab, the reference services of the OCC Library (including services that are available through the web page), the OCC Career Center, and the Office of Multicultural Services, the Testing Center, the Counseling Center, and the Disability Resource Center.  In addition, Student Success Seminars are scheduled each week and are posted on the college website under “Campus Resources and Services.”  More information on college services can be found by using the A-Z index on the college website (for example, under “T” for Tutoring or under “S” for Study Strategy Sessions.)    Please let me know if you would like additional information and assistance in contacting these or other college services. 
· Disabilities Statement: If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me and/or a DRC staff member.
· Ground rules:
· You are expected to be familiar with the assigned images.
· Since this class involves seminar-style interactions, you MUST come prepared to participate!  
· There will be a new discussion every week.  
· OCC now must observe a very strict course withdrawal policy!  Please be aware that the W responsibility now falls entirely on YOU!
Please be aware that the schedule and procedures described in this course outline are subject to change depending upon the needs/progress of the class.
ARTS 191








Course Outline:

Tentative Topical Outline:  

This course will be divided into three distinct parts:  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT; SPIRITUAL ESSENTIALS; and CATEGORIES OF CREATION. 

Students will bear the primary responsibility for analyzing the CATEGORIES OF CREATION in depth.
PART I: HISTORICAL CONTEXT

A. Brief chronology of Islamic Art—Khalili, pp. 9-41 Introduction, timeline of dynasties & Islamic Art and Culture.

B. Foundational information

1. Muhammad and the rise of Islam; the role of the “Middle East”
2. Major beliefs of Islam

3. Setting the scene for Islamic Art—the Byzantine, Persian, and Near Eastern traditions
C. Early Islam—the Umayyad, Abbasid, and Samanid Empires

D. The Islamic Golden Age—the 
E. Early Medieval Period--the
F. Late Medieval Period--the
G. Ottomans, Mughals, Qajars, etc.

PART II: “SPIRITUAL ESSENTIALS” OF ISLAMIC ART
A. Standards of design

B. The problem of representation

C. Tradition vs: freedom of interpretation
D. The role of the courts
E. The role of the craftsman

F. The role of women in the arts

PART III: CATGORIES OF CREATION
A. The Arts of the Book—Khalili, pp. 42-81)

1. Calligraphy
2. Ornamentation
3. Bookbinding

B. Mosque and Palace—KahKhalleKKhalili, pp 158-176
C. Luxury Arts—Khalili, pp. 85-157 
1. Pottery & ceramics

2. Glass and rock crystl

3. Metalwork/scientific instruments/arms & armor

4. Jewelry & coins

5. Carpets & textiles
	Dates
	Topic
	Assignment

	Week 1
9/8-9/11
	INTRODUCTION:
	

	Week 2
9/13-9/18
	“Spiritual Essentials’ of Islamic Art
	

	Week 3
9/33-9/25
	Historical and Cultural Foundations of Islam
	

	Week 4
9/29-10-2
	“Setting the Scene”—Persia, Byzantium,  & the Near East
	

	Week 5 
10/6-10/9
	Early Islamic Styles: Umayyad, Abassid, Sasanian
	

	Week 6
10/1310/16
	The Islamic Golden Age
	

	Week 7
10/20-10/23
	The Islamic Baroque Period
	

	Week 9

11/3-11/6
	Islamic Art today
	 

	SEMINAR TOPICS



	Week 8
10/27-10/30
	The Arts of the Book

pp. 42-80
	

	Week 10
11/10-11/13
	
	

	Week 11
11/17-11/20
	Mosque & Palace
pp. 158-176
	

	Week 12
11/24
	
	

	Week 13
12/1-12/4
	
	

	Week 14
12/8-12/11
	Luxury Arts
pp. 80-109
	

	Week 15

12/15-12/18
	
	

	Week 16

12/22
	
	


(again, please note that this is subject to change, relative to choices made by the class in the first week of the semester.)









STUDENTS









CLASSES AND INSTRUCTION









Academic Dishonesty #5180
POLICY:
1. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cribbing, fabrication, unauthorized collaboration, and/or cheating on any academic assignment submitted as a requirement for a course. Any student aiding another student in any form of dishonesty is considered equally guilty and subject to the same penalties. 

2. Faculty shall make clear to their students the importance of complete honesty in all academic work as it is understood within the academic discipline of the course. Departments may establish discipline specific-definitions of academic dishonesty to guide the Academic Affairs Committee on Academic Integrity in the implementation of Procedure #5180.

3. For a reported and determined incident of academic dishonesty, the maximum academic penalty that a faculty member may assign is a course grade of “F.” This report shall be in the student’s academic record.

4. The Vice President of Student Affairs shall take further disciplinary action(s) against the student, with a maximum disciplinary penalty of expulsion from the College. This report shall be in the student’s academic record.

5. Any student may appeal, in writing, the determination of academic dishonesty or the assigned academic penalty to the Vice President of Academic Affairs. 

6. Students may refer to Procedure #5180 for appeal procedures. 

ADOPTED: May 24, 1971

Revised: April 22, 1996

Revised: January 12, 1976

Revised: February 28, 2000

Revised: June 27, 1977


Revised: November 20, 2000

Revised: March 23, 1992

Board Approved: May 23, 2005












� Did you know that there are nearly FIFTY Muslim Majority countries in the world?  How many can you name?






