

Ocean County College

Philosophy 190 DL

Introduction to Critical Thinking

Spring 2011

Instructor:  Dr. Daniel Baker
Office Location: Humanities and  Fine Arts Building    B106

Office Phone: 732-255-0400   extension  2365

E-Mail Address: dbaker@ocean.edu (Once you have gained access to the WebCT course site, all correspondence must be through WebCT email tool.)

Office Hours for Spring 2010:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  and Friday: 1:00 - 1:50
                                                         Tuesday and Friday:    10:00 - 11:00

Course Meeting Times and Location: Fully online through WebCT CE6

http://elearning.ocean.edu/webct/entryPageIns.dowebct
Catalog Description for this Course: This course presents critical thinking as a set of conceptual tools and analytical skills used for better understanding and evaluating the world around us. Classroom time is divided between (1) the development of basic concepts and evaluative frameworks used in critical thinking and (2) practice in applying these concepts and frameworks. Topics covered include the nature of argument, inductive and deductive reasoning, language and rhetoric, theory of knowledge, interpretation theory, problem solving, and informal fallacies.
Prerequisites: None.  However, either placement test score or successful completion of required developmental English courses with a grade of “C” or higher.  You need to be able to read and write at the college level to be successful in this course.

Course Materials:  You do not need to purchase anything .  All course materials will be located inside the course.  But you will need to be able to download the materials into word processing files, and, if necessary make printed copies of them.   However, for those of you who wish to purchase printed copies of all course materials, these are available in the campus bookstore.

Technology Requirement:  This is a fully online course and so reliable equipment and access to the internet is required.  You must also have adequate computer skills.  I cannot offer instruction in the use of a computer or the internet as part of the course.  If you are a first time online student, useful information can be found at these sites: 

http://www.ocean.edu/academics/distance_learning/new_distance_learners.htm  

http://www.ocean.edu/academics/distance_learning/internet_course_right_for_me.htm
http://www.ocean.edu/academics/distance_learning/PrerequisiteCompetency.asp
Access Procedures for WebCT:  The following url will take you to WebCT CE6: http://elearning.ocean.edu/webct/entryPageIns.dowebct  

You can find login instructions at this site:  http://www.ocean.edu/academics/distance_learning/StudentLoginDirectionsforCE6.htm
For all questions about WebCT problems, you should call the free technical support 24x7 at this number: 1-866-861-1122. 

Course Learning Outcomes/Objectives:

To increase your awareness of your thinking.  To instill in you the habit of paying attention to the thinking processes and how it is connected to all your beliefs and actions.

To improve your skills for reasoning well, by providing you with concepts and methods which are useful for analyzing your thinking and the thinking of others.

Quizzes:   Six quizzes will be given, each one consisting of multiple-choice questions, based on the material contained within the posted lessons.   Each quiz will be open note, but timed. They will be taken directly through your computer, and will be posted for approximately 72 hours. If you are not satisfied with your score the first time that you take the quiz, you will be allowed to review the lessons and take the quiz again.  You will be allowed two attempts for each quiz, with your last score (which may or may not be your best score) counting as your grade.  Each time you take the quiz you will receive new questions, but the questions will cover the same material.  If you wish to take any of the quizzes closed book, and closed note, but without any time limit, contact me and I will arrange for you to take the quiz or quizzes at the testing center on campus. Quiz One, covering Lesson One, will be worth 50 points.  Quizzes Two through Six, covering Lessons Two through Six, will be worth 30 points each.  Quizzes will thus count 200 points toward your final grade.

Exams:  There will be five exams given during the semester.  Each exam will cover one of the critical thinking lessons, Two through Five, and will focus on the critical thinking exercises contained within each of those lessons.  Each exam will be open note, but timed. They will be taken directly through your computer, and will be posted for approximately 72 hours.  If you wish to take any of the exams closed book, and closed note, but without any time limit, contact me and I will arrange for you to take the exam or exams at the testing center on campus. Each exam will be worth 100 points.  Exams will thus count 500 points toward your final grade.  

Campus resources and services:  Tutoring is available for all subject areas, not just English courses, in the Writing Lab and in the Mathematics Tutoring Center.  In addition, Student Success Seminars are scheduled each week and are posted on the college website under “Campus Resources and Services.”  More information on college services can be found by using the A-Z index on the college website (for example, under “T” for Tutoring or under “S” for Study Strategy Sessions.) 

Statement of Accommodation:  If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or a staff member for Disability Services. 

Statement of Plagiarism: Students should refer to the student handbook and review Policy #5180.  

Statement about Civility: OCC and this professor encourages respect for all persons. For us to foster a successful learning environment requires that we respect other students and the professor. Therefore, when responding to classmates please respect their opinions. You may disagree with others, but you should do so in a respectful, objective, and rational way. This is especially expected in this course, since the primary learning goal is to cultivate rational and objective understanding of those whose ideas that may differ from our own. 

If you make it uncomfortable for other students to participate or for them to express their views, because you are not courteous and respectful or because you are intolerant of differing views you are making it difficult for them to learn.   I will give you ONE warning and a report will be filed with the Dean and Vice Presidents of Academic Affairs and Student Affairs.  If the behavior occurs again you will be denied access to the course, and you will be administratively withdrawn from the course with the grade of "F". 

Drop Policy:  Before midterm, you will be dropped from the roll if you have stopped attending class. You will receive a grade of "W." After the semester midterm, any student who is dropped will receive a grade of "F" for the course.   Hence, if you are not able to complete the course it is in your best interest to drop the course before the midterm deadline.   All drops are administered through the school admissions office.  PLEASE KEEP IN MIND that if you are having problems, and you wish to successfully complete the course, then it is very important for you to contact me for help.

Final Grades: Final grades will be based on percentages of the total number of points offered during the semester.  90% = A    87% = B+    80% = B    77% = C+    70% = C    60% = D.  You must keep all of your graded work until report cards are issued to make sure that no error has been made in calculating your final grade.

Six Quizzes = 200 points
Five Exams = 500 points
Total = 700 points

A = (700 - 630)    B+ = (629 - 609)   B = (608 - 560)   C+ = (559 - 539)

C = (538 - 490)   D = (489 - 420)

 

Additional Useful Information:
 
Campus Resources and Services: Tutoring is available in the Writing Lab (Russell 144) for all subject areas, not just English courses, and in the Mathematics Tutoring Center (Russell 124).  In addition, Student Success Seminars are scheduled each week and are posted on the college website under “Campus Resources and Services.”
 
Statement of Accommodation: If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or with a staff member for Disability Services (LRC 124).
 
Statement of Academic Dishonesty:  I take academic honesty seriously and I expect you to do the same. The purpose of writing in this course is for you to demonstrate your knowledge of the material.    For this course, you CANNOT use quotes for your assignments. If you use quotes in your writing assignments, you will receive a “0.” This means that all information should be paraphrased into your own words.   If I find that you have used cutting and pasting from outside sources, you will receive a “0.”
 
Please review OCC’s Academic Dishonesty Policy #5180.  Seek clarification from me if you do not understand this policy. For further assistance, visit the “Writing Center,” in Russell 124. You will need to make an appointment in advance and have a completed paper. The OCC Library provides citation resources     (http://www.ocean.edu/library/welcome.html)
 
The following are considered a violation of the OCC Academic Dishonesty Policy. Read them carefully and seek clarification from your professor if you do not understand them.
 PLAGIARISM . . . is the presentation of the exact or paraphrased words, phrases, sentences, ideas and/or language of any source without proper quotation, proper acknowledgement, and proper citation of sources, whether that source is the professor, an encyclopedia, dictionary, primary source, textbook, internet source, etc.  Plagiarism occurs when anyone attempts to present the published or unpublished work (ideas and/or language) of any person as his or her own without proper citation or acknowledgement.
 
CHEATING . . . is the giving, receiving, taking, stealing, purchasing, copying, unauthorized collaboration, unauthorized use of materials, downloading, and/or borrowing of any information, written work not your own during exams, quizzes, in-class writing assignment, and/or any written assignments.
 
USE OF UNAUTHORIZED SOURCES  . . . is also considered academic dishonesty. The only sources you will be allowed to use are the assigned readings from the course outline (which includes documents that you will download from the Ocean Cruiser course site and the  text(s) you purchased for the course), Professor’s PowerPoint, Professor’s Rich Text Format documents of the Professor’s PowerPoint, Professor Handouts, and class notes. You must cite any and all use of these sources. In addition, you may use pre-approved outside sources, ONLY when the instructions for the assignment state that you may do so and when you receive professor approval.
 
UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION  . . . you may not collaborate with anyone for writing assignments in this course. Writing assignments are meant for you to demonstrate your knowledge of the course material, your ability to think critically about the course material, and to objectively evaluate different views, including your own.
 
Statement about Civility: OCC and this professor encourages respect for all persons. For us to foster a successful learning environment requires that we respect other students and the professor. Therefore, when responding to classmates please respect their opinions. You may disagree with others, but you should do so in a respectful, objective, and rational way. This is especially expected in this course, since the primary learning goal is to cultivate rational and objective understanding of those whose ideas that may differ from our own.
 
If you make it uncomfortable for other students to participate or for them to express their views, because you are not courteous and respectful or because you are intolerant of differing views you are making it difficult for them to learn.   I will give you ONE warning and a report will be filed with the Dean and Vice Presidents of Academic Affairs and Student Affairs.  If the behavior occurs again you will be denied access to the course, and you will be administratively withdrawn from the course with the grade of "F". 
 
Statement of Accommodation:  If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or a staff member in the Center for Academic Excellence.
Two important Final Notes:  (1) Students should not assume that anything received, sent, or stored in this course is private.  Students’ written work, assignments, and test results may be used anonymously for college assessment purposes.  Course content, support materials, and communications (including chats, discussions, emails, and any other forms of communication) may be used for quality assurance purposes by authorized college administrators.   (2)  Failure to pay for this course may result in your being dropped for non-payment.

