THTR 195 Introduction to Theatre

“You need three things in the theatre—the play, the actors, and the audience, 

and each must give something.”  Kenneth Haigh

Professor’s Name:  Dr. Beth Willetts-Brierley 

Course Title and Number:  Introduction to Theatre THTR 195

Catalog description:  This course introduces students to the history and development of theatre from its origin in Greece to the current day.
Semester:  Spring 2011

Office Location:  B-105 in the Arts and Community Center

Phone Number:  732-255-0400 ext. 2101   
Department office/mailboxes: Room B-102  School of Language and the Arts  

732-255-0400 ext. 2097  Mrs. Karin Smith, Dept. Secretary      ksmith@ocean.edu

Ocean County College Fine Arts Box Office:  732-255-0500
Email:  bbrierley@ocean.edu   elizabeth_brierley@occ.mailcruiser.com
Office Hours:  
Monday/Thursday 12:30-1:45    Wednesday 1:15-1:45  Tuesday/Friday 9:30-10:45
Required texts:  Theatre, Brief Version, 9th ed.  Robert Cohen



  Check Ocean Cruiser e-mail and NYTimes Sunday Theatre website regularly:



http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
Course objectives:  Students will be able to

1. Discuss essential societal forces that shape theatrical endeavors

2. Describe salient features of major theatrical styles and cite several specific examples

3. Discuss personal observations of theatre in critical terms

4. Define/describe major terms/artists of theatrical history

General Education Goals:

1.  Humanistic Perspective


2.  Historical Perspective


3.  Independent/Critical Thinking
Course Standards: Before entering the classroom, please turn off all electronic devices.  Students are expected to attend all classes, on time and be prepared to participate in class discussions.  There will be several opportunities to earn extra credit.  If you attend any of the additional theatrical productions mentioned in class and submit a comprehensive, typed review for each production, you will earn up to three additional points that will benefit your final participation grade.  Guidelines will be distributed.

Attendance Policy:  All absences will be recorded and will be reflected in your class participation grade.  Absences/lates detract from the value of the class for the instructor and for your fellow students.  

Grading scale: A = 100-90; B+=89-86; B=85-80; C+=79-76; C=75-70; D=69-65; F=64 or lower

Course outline:

1. Theatre in society

2. Collaborators (Playwright, Director, Producer, etc.)

3. Theatrical criticism

4. Classical Theatre of Greece and Rome

5. Medieval Theatre

6. 17th, 18th, 19th Century trends and styles

7. Nonrealistic styles

8. Contemporary theatre

9. Examinations

Methods of Instruction:  Lecture, discussion, videos, play attendance, readings.

Statement of Plagiarism: Students should refer to the student handbook and review Policy #5180.  Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work, or borrowing someone else's original ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the offense.  
According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means

· to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own

· to use (another's production) without crediting the source

· to commit literary theft

· to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and lying about it afterward. 

Statement about Civility:  Please review the college’s policy:  www.ocean.edu/civility.htm.  Before entering class, CELL PHONES AND PAGERS MUST BE TURNED OFF.  If they ring, you will be asked to leave and will be marked absent.  Interruptions of any kind will not be tolerated.  Please be courteous and respectful of all who enter this classroom.  

Evaluation of Student:

3 Quizzes
40%
Presentation with classmates 15%   10-15 minute presentation on a significant figure in theatre history.  Guidelines for presentation will be distributed.  

2 Theatre Reviews 30%  3-4 pages each.  Critical analysis of two productions which the student has attended during the semester (unless two productions are critiqued during the semester, no credit will be given).

Reviews will include:

-OCC Spring production of THE LARAMIE PROJECT   in B-100 

March 31 at 7:30; April 1, 2, 8, 9 at 8:00; April 3 at 2:00



- One community or professional production of a musical.

You will receive a 15-point deduction for a late review paper.  

After one week following the deadline, papers will not be accepted.

Class participation/attitude/attendance   15%


All absences will be recorded and will be reflected in your class participation grade.  

In accordance with college policy, if you miss more than 10% of the classes this semester, you will be dropped.  Absences/lates detract from the value of the class for the instructor and for your fellow students.  

Campus resources and services:  
Tutoring is available in the Writing Center for all subject areas, not just English courses, and in the Mathematics Tutoring Center.  In addition, Student Success Seminars are scheduled each week and are posted on the college website under “Campus Resources and Services.”  More information on college services can be found by using the A-Z index on the college website (for example, under “T” for Tutoring or under “S” for Study Strategy Sessions.) 

Statement of Accommodation:  If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or a staff member in the Center for Academic Excellence. 

Disclaimer:  Individual faculty members may make reasonable changes to this course outline exclusive of course requirements, course calendar, and grading procedures.  

All individuals should not assume that anything received, sent, or stored in this course or in any course is private.  Students’ written work, assignments, and test results may be used anonymously for college assessment purposes.  Course content, support materials, and communications (including chats, discussions, emails, and any other forms of communication) may be used for quality assurance purposes by authorized college administrators.  

Important Notes

Ocean Cruiser is the official email communication for students at OCC (firstname_lastname@occ.mailcruiser.com) 

Failure to pay for this course may result in your being dropped for non-payment.

The last day to withdraw from classes is April 4th.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LECTURES/ASSIGNMENTS:

Week 1 Self-Introduction.  Getting to know you…

Prepare a three-minute “monologue” all about you.  Dress in a manner that best expresses your personality.  Incorporate three props which reveal something about you, your accomplishments, etc.  Be creative.  Use notecards.  Feel free to be creative and dramatic!  I will collect your notes.

Weeks 2 & 3   Introduction and Orientation to the Theatre.

Read Sunday NYT Arts & Leisure.  

Read Introduction, Chapters 1 & 2.

Weeks 4 & 5 Who’s Who in the Theatre

Read Sunday NYT Arts & Leisure.

Read Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6.

Quiz I  2/24
25 Questions

Weeks 6 & 7  Theatre Criticism/Contemporary Theatre.

Discuss review guidelines.  Read Chapter 11.
Weeks 8 & 9  Classical Theatre.  Discuss student presentations. 

Read Chapter 7.

Weeks 10 & 11  Medieval Theatre.  
Elizabethan & Jacobean Theatre
Student Presentations

Read Ch. 7
QUIZ II   Thursday, April 7th  
25 Questions

REVIEW I  due Thursday, April 14th 
Week 12      17th & 18th Century Trends.  
Student Presentations.

Read Chapters  7 & 8.

Weeks 13-15    Realism.   Musical Theatre.  Antirealism.  Student Presentations.

Read Chapters 9 & 10.

Wrap up lecture/presentations.  

2nd REVIEW DUE Thursday, May 5th

QUIZ III Monday, May 16th 
50 Questions




