Ocean County College

Professor's Syllabus

Professor's Name: Prof. Shaffer
Course Title and Number: COMM 272 – Public Relations and Publicity
Catalog Description: This course is a study of the methods, tools, and media used in the planning and development of public relations programs for businesses, industries, nonprofit institutions, and community organizations. IN particular, publicity and promotional techniques, copy preparation, news releases, the theory and practice of arranging publicity materials in campaigns to promote and interpret personal, institutional, and organizational objectives and activities, and the relationship of public relations to the media are emphasized. 
Semester:  Spring, 2010
Office Location: T-220 (Tech Bldg.)

Phone Number: 732-255-0400 Ext. 2296
E-Mail Address: gshaffer@ocean.edu
Office Hours: 
Monday: 3:30 - 4:30pm, Tuesday: 9:55am - 10:55am, Wednesday: 2 - 3pm, Thursday: 3:30 - 4:30pm
Friday: 9:55am - 10:55am. To arrange a meeting in addition to the regularly scheduled office hours, please contact me directly or contact the Department of Humanities, Fine Arts, and Media Studies (Phone: 732-255-0338/Email: ksmith@ocean.edu).

Required Text and other Materials:  
The Practice of Public Relations, by Fraser P. Seitel.
Course Learning Outcomes/Objectives: 
· To introduce the student to the public relations process and help develop working skills in the field
· To help the student learn to plan promotional campaigns

· To help the student learn to write publicity materials for businesses, industries, nonprofit institutions, and community organizations

· To help the student understand the roles of public relations in modern society and the effects of public relations on that society

· To help the student learn the news release format

· To help the student understand the difference between public service messages and promotion for profit

General Education Goals Addressed in the Course:

1.  To develop the ability to become an independent thinker through mathematical, scientific and philosophical reasoning.

2. To develop the ability to communicate effectively through reading, listening, speaking and writing.

3. To develop the ability to solve problems by collecting, organizing and evaluating information.

4. To develop both the ability and moral sensitivity needed to make informed judgments concerning ethical issues.

5. To develop an understanding of the concepts, theories and fundamental principles of the natural and social sciences.

6. To develop an understanding of the aesthetic and intellectual experience of literature and the arts and appreciate creative expression.

7. To develop a historical consciousness, including the ability to reflect thoughtfully and accurately about historical and contemporary issues of local, national and global importance.

8. To develop an understanding and appreciation of diversity among cultures, including respect for various ways of viewing the world.

9. To develop a global perspective on problems and issues that humankind faces, and to explore solutions which are morally, socially, economically, politically and ecologically sound.

10. To develop the understanding of health and well being necessary to confront the challenges facing individuals, families and communities.

11. To develop and demonstrate civic and social responsibility.

12. To develop an understanding of technology and its impact on society and the environment.

13. To foster the curiosity, creativity and desire to become autonomous learners for life.

Course Standards: All work is due on time. Unless otherwise noted, all work is to be typed, double-spaced on white paper.  Reading assignments are to be completed before coming to class.  Class time is used for an active discussion of the issues we are covering.  Your involvement in these discussions will play a role in your final grade.
Attendance Policy: Three absences are permitted.  A fourth absence may be grounds for a W or and F.  Failure to withdraw from the class will result in an F. Excessive lateness will be treated the same as an absence and could lead to an F.  Do your best to inform me of all absences prior to the start of that day’s class.  If you are late or absent for a class, it is your responsibility to get missed work from a classmate.  Absence or tardiness does not excuse you from work that is due.
Grading scale: Students can earn a maximum of 500 points as follows:


Points


Assignment


150


Case Studies


100


Public Relations Plan


100


Group Project


 75


Tests and Quizzes 





 75


Prep Work and Class Participation


Final Grade



Points


Grade


450 – 500

B+ / A


400 - 450

C+ / B



300 - 400

C



Below 300

D / F
Course Outline: The tentative topical outline is as follows:
· Overview of Public Relations
· Societal Trends and Public Relations

· Social Responsibility and Public Interest

· The Practitioners: Internal Departments and Counseling Firms

· Public Opinion

· Research as a Tool
· Research Techniques: Reading, Viewing, Observation, Public Opinion Polling

· Planning and Programming

· Communication: Basic Elements, Theories and Model

· Communication Techniques: Media Relations, Publicity Techniques, Institutional and Advocacy Advertising

· Feedback: Reporting

Statement of Plagiarism: Students should refer to the student handbook and review Policy #5180.  

Statement about Civility:  During class, I expect you to act in a professional manner.  No cell phones, foul language, eating or tardiness will be tolerated.  
Campus resources and services:  Tutoring is available for all subject areas, not just English courses, in the Writing Lab and in the Mathematics Tutoring Center.  In addition, Student Success Seminars are scheduled each week and are posted on the college website under “Campus Resources and Services.”  More information on college services can be found by using the A-Z index on the college website (for example, under “T” for Tutoring or under “S” for Study Strategy Sessions.) 

Statement of Accommodation:  If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or a staff member from the Center for Academic Excellence. 

Disclaimer:  The schedule and procedures described in this course information sheet are subject to change depending upon the needs of the class.  

