Philosophy 192

Contemporary Ethical Issues

Web Enhanced Format

Spring 2010
Instructor:  Dr. Daniel Baker
Office: Arts and Community Center   B106

Phone:  (732) 255-0400     Extension: 2365
Email Address:  dbaker@ocean.edu
Office Hours for Spring 2010:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 12:30 - 1:30

                                                    Mondays and Thursdays: 10:00 - 11:00

Textbook: Morality in Practice, by James Sterba, 7th edition ISBN: 0534595537.   All other materials will be posted on line in the course.
Course Learning Outcomes/Objectives: 

· To assist you in understanding a philosophical approach to the study of ethics and moral issues. This course will try to teach you how to clearly conceptualize a moral issue as well as teach you how to use moral principles to think through a reasonable position on these issues.

· To make you think! To make you think about moral beliefs you hold and simply take for granted; to make you think about and take seriously the arguments for not only your own views, but also for views which you believe are completely wrong; to make you think about what it means to think about moral questions.
· General Education Goal addressed in the Course: To develop the ability to become an independent thinker through philosophical reasoning.
Quizzes: There will be no exams given in this course.  Instead, six two part quizzes will be given.

Part One will consist of approximately 25 multiple-choice questions, based on assignments from the text.   Each will be open book, and open note, but timed. They will be taken directly through your computer, and will be posted for approximately 72 hours.

Part Two will consist of five questions requiring short written answers, based on my in class lectures.  This part of the quiz will be taken in class, will be closed book but open note, and timed.  Since part two will be taken in class, you must show up on time and ready to go, on the days that we take each quiz.  No make-ups will be given if you miss a quiz or show up late.  No exceptions!

Each quiz will be worth 50 points (25 points for each part). At the end of the term the scores for your five best quizzes, within each of the two parts, will be totaled and your worse score in each of the two parts will be dropped. This means that, if it is to your advantage, you may drop one part of a quiz while keeping the other part.  Quizzes will count 250 points toward your final grade.  If you wish to take any of the quizzes closed book, and closed note, but without any time limit, contact me and I will arrange for you to take the quiz or quizzes at the testing center on campus.

Exercises: We will do six exercises during the term, each one focusing on a different topic within ethics. Part of each exercise will be done within small groups in class and on line.  But you will do the major portion of the exercise individually. The first two exercises are shorter. These are worth 50 points each. The other four exercises are more elaborate and will be worth 100 points each.  The exercises will be worth a total of 500 points, which is approximately 60% of your final grade. Points will be subtracted for work that is turned in late.
On Line Discussion Groups: Discussions will proceed both on line and in class.  You will be expected to participate in the class discussions regularly, by presenting your own ideas, plus responding to each other’s ideas. For each of the six exercises that you will be doing for this course, 20% of your grade will be based on both the quantity and the quality of your contributions to the discussions.
Campus Resources and Services: Tutoring is available in the Writing Lab (Russell 144) for all subject areas, not just English courses, and in the Mathematics Tutoring Center (Russell 124).  In addition, Student Success Seminars are scheduled each week and are posted on the college website under “Campus Resources and Services.”
Statement of Accommodation: If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or with a staff member for Disability Services (LRC 124). 

Drop Policy: It is important that you participate within the class on a regular basis. You should enter the course at least once a week, and preferably more often, in order to keep up with calendar postings and to participate within the discussion groups. If you do not keep up with the reading assignments, and fall behind with the quizzes and the course exercises, it will not be possible for you to pass the course. Students are allowed one week from the time a writing assignment is due to turn it in late. 10% of the possible points will be subtracted from your score. However, I do not allow students to "make up" work, by turning in a month or more of assignments in one large chunk, usually toward the end of the semester. Students will be dropped from the roll if they fall too far behind in their work. Once you are dropped from my roll, then you will no longer be able to enter the course. Before midterm, any student who drops the course, or is dropped from the course by me, will receive a grade of "W." Any student, who is dropped after the semester midterm, will receive a grade of "F" for the course. Hence, if you are not able to keep up with the assignments, then it is in your best interest to drop the course before the midterm deadline.  All drops are administered through the school admissions office. BUT PLEASE KEEP IN MIND, if you are having problems, but you wish to successfully complete the course, then it is very important for you to contact me for help.
Statement about Civility:  Each student is expected to arrive on time and prepared for each day’s topic.  If you must leave early then let me know before the class has started so I can seat you close to the door.  Do not simply get up and walk out in the middle of class!  You may raise your hand to contribute at any point in the class, but do not talk to the people around you if I am lecturing or another member of the class is speaking.  Turn off all cell phones and/or beepers before class has started and leave them off until class has ended.  You may disagree with me and challenge what I am saying all you want.  And you may do this within group/class discussions as well.  But do this without personal insults or slurs.  No fighting, guns, knives, clubs, or bombs are allowed in class.  But it is all right with me if you want to wear a hat.

Final Grades: Final grades will be based on percentages of the total number of points offered during the term.     90% = A   87% = B+   80% = B   77% = C+   70% = C   60% = D. You must keep all of your graded work until report cards are issued to make sure that no error has been made in calculating your final grade.
Best Five Quizzes = 250 Points

Exercises One and Two = 100 Points

Exercises Three through Six = 400 Points

Total = 750 points

A = (750 - 675) B+ = (674 - 653) B = (652 - 600)

C+ = (599 - 578) C = (577 - 525) D = (524 - 450)
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