TH 195 Introduction to Theatre

“You need three things in the theatre—the play, the actors, and the audience, 

and each must give something.”  Kenneth Haigh

Dr. Beth Willetts-Brierley B-105 Arts and Community Center
732-255-0400 ext. 2101   bbrierley@ocean.edu   elizabeth_brierley@occ.mailcruiser.com
OFFICE HOURS:  Monday/Thursday 12:15-2:00    Tuesday 9:00-9:30, 12:15-1:45   Friday 12:15-1:00
School of Language and the Arts Academic Office:  B-103 (my mailbox is located in this office)

732-255-0400 ext. 2097  Mrs. Karin Smith, Dept. Secretary      ksmith@ocean.edu

Ocean County College Fine Arts Box Office:  732-255-0500
TH 195 3 semester hours

Catalog description:  An introductory survey of historical and current theatre practice.

Course objectives:  Students will be able to

1. Discuss essential societal forces that shape theatrical endeavors

2. Describe salient features of major theatrical styles and cite several specific examples

3. Discuss personal observations of theatre in critical terms

4. Define/describe major terms/artists of theatrical history

Course outline:

1. Theatre in society

2. Collaborators (Playwright, Director, Producer, etc.)

3. Theatrical criticism

4. Classical Theatre of Greece and Rome

5. Medieval Theatre

6. 17th, 18th, 19th Century trends and styles

7. Nonrealistic styles

8. Contemporary theatre

9. Examinations

Methods of Instruction:  Lecture, discussion, videos, play attendance, readings.

Assigned texts:  Theatre, Brief Version, 8th ed.  Robert Cohen



  Check Ocean Cruiser e-mail and NYTimes Sunday Theatre website regularly:



http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
Grading:  

3 Quizzes
40%
Presentation with classmates 15%   10-15 minute presentation on a playwright, designer, etc. who made significant contributions to modern theatre.  Guidelines for presentation will be distributed.  

2 Theatre Reviews 30%  3-4 pages each.  Critical analysis of two productions which the student has attended during the semester (unless two productions are critiqued during the semester, 
no credit will be given).

Reviews will include:

-One college/community theatre review.


-1 AEA PROFESSIONAL production in NJ, NY or PA.

You will receive a 15-point deduction for a late review paper.  
After one week following the deadline, papers will not be accepted.

Class participation/attitude/attendance   15%


All absences will be recorded and will be reflected in your class participation grade.  
In accordance with college policy, if you miss more than 10% of the classes this semester, you will be dropped.  Absences/lates detract from the value of the class for the instructor and for your fellow students.  
CELL PHONES AND PAGERS MUST BE TURNED OFF.  If they ring, you will be asked to leave and will be marked absent.  Interruptions of any kind will not be tolerated.  Please be courteous and respectful of all who enter this classroom.  If you text, check phone in class, you will not earn an A in this class.  
There will be several opportunities to earn extra credit.  If you attend any of the additional theatrical productions mentioned in class and submit a comprehensive, typed review for each production, you will earn up to three additional points that will benefit your final participation grade.  
If you are working with the Disability Resource Center, please see me.  
I will be happy to make any necessary accommodations.

LECTURES/ASSIGNMENTS:

Week 1 Self-Introduction.  Getting to know you…

Prepare a three-minute “monologue” all about you.  Dress in a manner that best expresses your personality.  Incorporate three props which reveal something about you, your accomplishments, etc.  Be creative.  Use notecards.  I will collect your notes.

Weeks 2 & 3   Introduction and Orientation to the Theatre.

Read Sunday NYT Arts & Leisure.  

Read Introduction, Chapters 1 & 2.

Weeks 4 & 5 Who’s Who in the Theatre

Read Sunday NYT Arts & Leisure.

Read Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6.

Quiz I  Tuesday, February 22nd 
25 Questions

Weeks 6 & 7  Theatre Criticism/Contemporary Theatre.

Discuss review guidelines.

Weeks 8 & 9  Classical Theatre.  Discuss student presentations. 

Read Chapter 7.

Weeks 10 & 11  Medieval Theatre.  
Elizabethan & Jacobean Theatre
Student Presentations

Read Ch. 7
QUIZ II   Thursday, March 25th
25 Questions
REVIEW I due Monday, April 5th 

                      (I will gladly accept reviews before this date!)  
Week 12      17th & 18th Century Trends.  
Student Presentations.

Read Chapter 7.

Thursday, April 15th  We will meet in the Technology Building Lecture Hall for the 
Holocaust Remembrance Performance.  

See me if you are interested in participating.  Extra Credit opportunity!
Weeks 13-15    Realism.   Musical Theatre.  Antirealism.  Student Presentations.

Read Chapters 7, 8 & 10.

Wrap up lecture/presentations.  

2nd REVIEW DUE Thursday, May 6th
QUIZ III Thursday, May 13th 
50 Questions

*If you have earned an A on both reviews and Quizzes I & II, 

you are exempt from Quiz III.

