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Spring 2010

Instructor:  Dr. Daniel Baker    dbaker@ocean.edu
Office:  Humanities and  Fine Arts Building    B106
Phone:  255-0400     Extension: 2365

Office Hours for Spring 2010:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 12:30 - 1:30

                                                    Mondays and Thursdays: 10:00 - 11:00

Text:
 A General Introduction to Critical Thinking, by Daniel Baker.  You won’t be purchasing this material.  It will be available online, for you to download
Catalog Description for this Course: This course presents critical thinking as a set of conceptual tools and analytical skills used for better understanding and evaluating the world around us. Classroom time is divided between (1) the development of basic concepts and evaluative frameworks used in critical thinking and (2) practice in applying these concepts and frameworks. Topics covered include the nature of argument, inductive and deductive reasoning, language and rhetoric, theory of knowledge, interpretation theory, problem solving, and informal fallacies.
Prerequisites:   None.  However, either placement test score or successful completion of required developmental English courses with a grade of “C” or higher.  You need to be able to read and write at the college level to be successful in this course.

Course Objectives:
· To increase your awareness of your thinking.  To instill in you the habit of paying attention to the thinking processes and how it is connected to all your beliefs and actions.
· To improve your skills for reasoning well, by providing you with concepts and methods which are useful for analyzing your thinking and the thinking of others.
Quizzes: Quizzes will be given frequently which push you to keep up with the material on a daily basis. They will be given during the first five minutes of class, and will be worth twenty points each.  At the end of the term your 10 best quizzes will be totaled and all the others will be dropped.  Thus, the quizzes will be worth 200 points toward your final grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes offered.  

Exams:  There will be five exams given during the semester.  Each exam will cover one of the critical thinking lessons, Two through Five, and will focus on the critical thinking exercises contained within each of those lessons. Each exam will be worth 100 points.  Exams will thus count 500 points toward your final grade.  
Exercises:   Each on the six lessons for this course contains a number of exercises.  To master the material in this course, it is important that you do all of these exercises.  Since most of the problems on the exams will come directly from the exercises, doing them will also help you to prepare for the exams.  On the day of each exam, you will turn in your lesson packet with all of the exercises completed.  They will be graded and returned to you, using the following scoring method:  Strong work = 20 points;   Satisfactory work = 15 points;   weak work = 10 points.  At the end of the term, your best five scores will be totaled and the weakest score will be dropped.  Exercises will thus count 100 points toward your final grade.
Attendance and Drop Policy:  You may have your grade lowered or you may be dropped for excessive absence.   Excessive absence is defined as missing more than 10% of the total number of hours that the course meets (five days for the semester).   It is important that you participate within the class on a regular basis.  Before midterm, you will be dropped from the roll if you have stopped attending class. You will receive a grade of "W." After the semester midterm, any student who is dropped will receive a grade of "F" for the course.   Hence, if you are not able to complete the course it is in your best interest to drop the course before the midterm deadline.   All drops are administered through the school admissions office.  PLEASE KEEP IN MIND that if you are having problems, and you wish to successfully complete the course, then it is very important for you to contact me for help.

Statement about Civility: Each student is expected to arrive on time and prepared for each day’s topic.  If you must leave early then let me know before the class has started so I can seat you close to the door.  Do not simply get up and walk out in the middle of class!  You may raise your hand to contribute at any point in the class, but do not talk to the people around you if I am lecturing or another member of the class is speaking.  Turn off all cell phones and/or beepers before class has started and leave them off until class has ended.  You may disagree with me and challenge what I am saying all you want.  And you may do this within group/class discussions as well.  But do this without personal insults or slurs.  No fighting, guns, knives, clubs, or bombs are allowed in class.  But it is all right with me if you want to wear a hat.
Statement of Accommodation:  If there is any student in this class who has special needs because of learning disabilities or other kinds of disabilities, please feel free to come and discuss this with me or a staff member for Disability Services. 

Final Grades: Final grades will be based on percentages of the total number of points offered during the semester.  90% = A   87% = B+   80% = B   77% = C+  70% = C  60% = D.  You must keep all of your graded work until report cards are issued to make sure that no error has been made in calculating your final grade.
Ten Best Quiz Scores = 200 points
Five Best Exercise Scores = 100 points
Five Exam Scores = 500 points
Total = 800 points
A = (800 - 720) B+ = (719 - 704) B = (703 - 640) C+ = (639 - 624)
C = (623 – 560) D = (559 - 480)

