MEMORANDUM

TO:
Tech Prep Consortium

FROM:
Nancy Gerry & John Bernyk
DATE:
September 19, 2007
RE:
FY08R1
Welcome and Introductions!

Special Thanks to John Bernyk for all his hard work on the Tech Prep grant! Welcome Lori Young from OCVTS as the new project director of the grant.  John Bernyk went to Asbury Park as a grants writer, but will always be willing to help us.
1. We received word that we will be funded for Tech Prep in the Career Cluster Education and Training FY08.  Contract is from September 1, 2007 through August 31, 2008.
2. There will be a lot of tracking of  students in this grant so there is funding for all schools to join a National Clearing House for this purpose. The promise in the grant is that students will be recruited to take three college courses in Education & Training while in high school..  We will need a new coding system when students  enroll in Jump Start courses and the state will allow us to count academic courses related to that program.  So, if a student takes Western Civilization 171 or English 151, we can count those students because it is part of the college program in Education and Training. A chart of a seamless pathway that will be accepted at Kean University in this program is enclosed.  As we progress, we’ll develop very precise guidelines for students so all pathways will be seamless if followed.
3. The vocational school will apply for all schools in the consortium for Education & Training program approval, CIP Code 130101, Education-General through OVIE.
4. I sent the form for statement of assurances to superintendents for a signature to apply for program approval and am starting to receive them back..  Copy enclosed.
5. There is also a form to be signed by superintendents to join the National Clearing House to track students.  This still needs to go to the superintendents, but it is enclosed for you to see.
6. This probably will not be much of an issue since NJ has instituted its new tracking system with all students k-12 entered into a database with a 10 digit identifier.  The match up at the college will be a problem, but maybe the new registration form just for this grant will help.  There is an article from The Star Ledger enclosed describing this NJ  K-12  project.
7. A new student registration form just for this grant in education and training has been developed for Tech Prep students taking Jump Start courses.  It’s in your packet.

8. We have ECOS free until January 1, 2008.  We need a committee to investigate other options for our next main meeting if ECOS is not going to be updated as promised.  Pat Grosso, Pt. Borough says they use the College Boards’ free site.  We need volunteers to get some of these companies in to give us a demo so we can evaluate and make a choice before January 1, 2008...
9. There is money in the grant for high school faculty to work on curriculum to close the gap between the high school exit test and the college placement test in mathematics, language literacy, and writing.  There is also money for early testing for those schools that want to participate.  The goal will be to develop the curriculum that will close the gap and then to make it available on-line to the rest of the districts.
10. There are free Tech Prep professional development workshops in our brochure for the fall.  The brochure is enclosed.

11. There is a sign-up sheet to help with the Robotics, Junkyard Wars, & the Cardboard Canoe race.
12. Our meeting dates have been revised for your review.  We need your approval.
13. There are charts in your packet of all our articulated programs.  Please review the charts and take a look at your own Program Guide to see if you would like to have additional agreements with the college you currently do not have.  

14. Please send Mary Ann your new course guides.  If your school has an interest in developing a Professional Development School on your site or professional development workshops, let Mary Ann know. 

15. Mary Ann will be contacting your schools to meet with your Professional Development people to see if we can customize workshops for your districts to meet the Professional Development Standards that are linked to student success, outcome oriented, embedded in the daily structures, and incorporated into every day classroom practice. 

16. New Pathways to Teaching in New Jersey (NPTNJ) is a partnership between New Jersey City University and all the community colleges to deliver Alternate Route Certification at the community college sites.  The unique feature of this program is that it may be taken for 15 graduate credits and students may continue in a Master of Arts in Teaching, a Master of Arts as a Reading Specialist, a Master of Arts in Educational Technology, and a Master of Arts in Special Education... OCC is partnering with NJCU to offer continuation courses at a regional location.   An information session will be held October 17th in the Fine Arts Theater at 7:00 p.m.  To register call 732-255-0477.  
17. OCC continues to offer Substitute Teacher and Nurse weekend workshops.  A schedule is enclosed.
18. You can now get your whole MA degree in Educational Leadership with Kean University on the OCC campus. Some graduate counseling courses are also being offered. The list of Kean graduate courses for fall 2007offered at OCC is enclosed.  In an effort to offer undergraduate degree completion with Kean, OCC is offering Nursing, Criminal Justice, Elementary Education, English, History, Physical Education/ Health K-12 Teaching Option, and Sociology on the OCC Toms River and SEC campuses.  Check the website for new offerings in the future.
19. The Tech Prep Home Page address is: www.ocean.edu/teach.htm    Tech Prep e-mail is:  ngerry@ocean.edu       School Relations is:  www.ocean.edu/teach.htm
20. Secretary's Reports are enclosed.

21. The Trustee Scholarship is available to junior and seniors in high school through the OCC Jump Start program.  Tuition is $61 per credit plus fees beginning this summer.  Students need to be recommended for the program and have the signature of their high school guidance counselor or principal.  They may attend on the OCC campus or at Off-Campus sites at this rate.  The special green OCC high school student application form must be completed.  There is a high school application form in your packet.  If you want special courses offered in your school district and have a qualified instructor, OCC will either hire someone from your district or send an instructor from the college.  A minimum of fifteen students is required to run a course.  Many of you are already offering some of these courses.  This is an exciting opportunity for juniors and seniors in high school to take college level courses
22. We need you to ask students to fill out the Tech Prep Enrollment Forms for every approved occupational program and or Tech Prep program you have in your district and return them to us as so we can get them in the database so they can gain their credit when they come to OCC.

23. Mary Beatty-Sharisky developed a Student Behavior Contract for any student participating in the Cardboard Canoe Contest last year.  It was a very effective method to provide “good behavior”.  A copy is enclosed.  Can we use it for all contests by just changing the name or do you want other changes?
24. There will be a Tech Prep Education Advisory Meeting (new) on November 16, 2007 at 9:30 in Conference Rooms A & B.

25. There is a new Articulation Agreement (Draft) for your review in Education and Training required by this grant.  I will speak at the Ocean County Personnel and Guidance Meeting at Georgian Court about the new Tech Prep grant this afternoon.
26. The results of the Great Ocean County Tech Prep Cardboard Canoe Race  and news articles are enclosed.  You can view a slide show on the website at www.ocean.edu/teach.htm  and click Tech Prep, then select Cardboard Canoe 2007 slideshow.

27. Other













