MEMORANDUM

TO:
Tech Prep Consortium

FROM:
Nancy Gerry

DATE:
March 17, 2004

RE:
FY04R6

Welcome and Introductions!

1. Sign-up sheets for you to help with Junkyard Wars, and the Cardboard Canoe contests are available for your signature. The Cardboard Canoe Race is May 21, 2004, Junkyard Wars is April 23, 2004.   The Junkyard Wars Contest will be held on the OCC Track.  If it rains or snows, the race will have to be canceled.  We would try to reschedule in June.

2. Results are enclosed in your packet of the Robotics Contest.  We had 17 teams with about 150 participants.  You can view photos on the OCC Web Site at www.ocean.edu/academics/special_programs/tech_prep/2004_robotics_competition.htm
3. Our April 2, 2004 meeting will be in the Ocean County College Student Center Conference Rooms A & B.  We will start evaluating Junkyard portfolios at 8:00 a.m. Directions are enclosed.

4. There are charts in your packet of all articulated program.  Please review the charts and take a look at your own Program Guide to see if you would like to have an agreement with the college you currently do not have.  

5. Please send Mary Ann your new course guides when they come out. We have an actual Curriculum Alignment Sheet where faculty from high school and college get a good snapshot of what needs to be done for a match.  A blank alignment sheet is in your packet.

6. The Spring Professional Development Booklet is in your packet.  Mary Ann will be contacting your schools to meet with your Professional Development people to see if we can customize workshops for your districts to meet the Professional Development Standards that are linked to student success, outcome oriented, embedded in the daily structures, and incorporated into every day classroom practice. 

7. There is a slight change in the meeting schedule in your packet.  The dates are the same, but main and sub committee meetings have been altered to reflect the canceled meeting in November.

8. We are meeting today to work on the scoring for the Cardboard Canoe Race.  We need you to take a look at the rubrics for Show Boat and Follow the Dotted Line that Jeanne Sasse did for us and make suggestions.

9. There is a change for the “Follow the Dotted Line” contest for the Cardboard Canoe Race.  Only cardboard and duct tape will be allowed.  Duct tape will be provided.  No water proofing at all will be allowed.

10. The rubrics you worked on for the Junkyard Wars contest are enclosed for your approval. Thank you Jeanne Sasse for organizing these.

11. New Pathways to Teaching in New Jersey (NPTNJ) is a partnership between New Jersey City University and all the community colleges to deliver Alternate Route Certification at the community college sites.  The unique feature of this program is that it may be taken for 15 graduate credits and it has a preservice component.  A brochure and packet of information is enclosed for your information.  We had 238 people at an information session on March 10th.

12.  There is a Snow List enclosed.  Please check to make sure your name and telephone number are correct.

13. The Tech Prep Home Page address is: www.ocean.edu/techprep  e-mail is:  ngerry@ocean.edu 
14. Secretary's Report from February is enclosed.

15. The Trustee Scholarship is available to junior and seniors in high school through the OCC Jump Start program.  Tuition is $37 per credit plus fees.  Students will need to be recommended for the program and have the signature of their high school guidance counselor or principal.  They may attend on the OCC campus or at Off-Campus sites at this rate.  The special green OCC high school student application form will need to be completed.  There is a Jump Start Flyer in your packet and a high school application form.  If you want special courses offered in your school district and have a qualified instructor, OCC will either hire someone from your district or send an instructor from the college.  You will need a minimum of twelve students to run a course at your site. This is an exciting opportunity for juniors and seniors in high school to take college level courses.  Our team of Mary Keller and Maryellen Golden will be happy to come to your school, do a presentation and follow-up with your students.

16. There is a flyer in your packet on Preparing Youth and Adults for the Jobs of the Future.  Important for us may be the way the Perkins funds will be reallocated on page two and how Tech Prep will look.  We have many of these things in place and may just have to expand upon them in the future.

17. There is another flyer in your packet on College and Career Transitions Initiatives.  It looks as if the career academies within a school will be a model for success.  You may want to share this with your curriculum people.  It's really Tech Prep outlined very well.  Check out the web site at www.league.org/ccti  When the next round of funding is available, we should apply.

18. There is a Technology Forum on April 29th from 8:30-11:30 a.m. at Woodlake Country Club  This is supposed to be the latest and greatest in technology.  The cost is $25, space is limited. Information is in your packet.

19. Mary Ann Richards will be presenting a Tech Prep presentation and New Pathways to Teaching in New Jersey, the Alternate Route at 9:00 to all of you and principals invited from your districts.  Both power point presentations are enclosed in your packet.

20. Ellen Kahane developed an ECOS Survey.  We sent it to all the superintendents and asked them to have people using ECOS to fill it out and return to so we know what needs are being met and what to ask for in improvements from the company.  You may want to make copies and distribute this to people you know are using ECOS so we get good feed back.

21. We sent a letter to your superintendents asking them for a commitment for Tech Prep and ECOS for next year.  So far we have Brick, Toms River, Jackson, Pinelands and Central Regional, and Lakewood for both and Pt Borough for ECOS.

22. We need you to ask students to fill out the Tech Prep Enrollment Forms and return them to us as soon as possible.

23. What do you think of producing a Tech Prep Cook Book to raise money for scholarships for Tech Prep students to attend OCC.  We could print a form for recipes that you could distribute to teachers in your school, get a few people to help us organize this, print the book and sell all over the county.  We could then specify that the scholarships go only to Tech Prep students and that they are awarded when students graduate from high school.

24. Other













