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General Education Assessment/WAC Correlations

Pilot Study

Findings, SP 09

Purpose:  It was the purpose of this pilot to attempt to determine whether or not a positive correlation might be made between 1) student success on the local General Education assessment test and 2) student success in written work in the writing intensive courses identified by the WAC policy.  If such a correlation could be established, it then might be argued that the Gen Ed test could be used as a predictor and indicator of writing and critical thinking skills in composition.

Sample:  The sample was created by selecting students who had completed the majority of their general education credits, who took the Gen Ed test, and who were also enrolled in Writing Intensive courses.  Only those papers of students who signed waivers for us to access their writing folders were used.  Several detractors impacted the sample (see NOTES on the attached table).  The result was a sample of only 17 students out of 800 tested and is deemed to be an insufficient sample, capable of only establishing a preliminary data base but not of providing any sort of indicative data at this time.  It will be necessary to repeat the process in the hopes of creating a more reliable sample and testing the few findings established by this study.

Findings:  The following findings, not all related to the original purpose, should be noted:

1. The student sample is insufficient at this time to produce reliable conclusions.  However, of the 17 students reviewed, the following outcomes are noted:


3 (17.6%) student writing samples were not considered appropriate for 

          
evaluation


1 (5.8%) student sample was plagiarized from a web site


4 (23.5%) student samples had a GET score below average and had papers that were less than 
satisfactory


1 (5.8%) student had a GET score below average and a paper that was 

 
satisfactory or above


3 (17.6%) students had a GET score above average and papers that were less than satisfactory


5 (29.4%) students had a GET score above average and papers that were 


satisfactory or above

2. Too many of the writing experiences given in certain disciplines are not suitable for Writing Intensive courses:

· Science:  One-two sentence responses to lab report questions do not use expository writing skills or critical thinking skills;
· Social Science:  Short answers to reading completion questions were not written in Standard Written English and showed no organizational and developmental writing skill s commensurate with expository writing;

· Nursing:  Resumes and Job Application letters are written to templates and show no expository written skills;
· English:  As was to be expected, literary analysis essays demonstrated the fundamental principles of exposition with critical thinking challenges.

[image: image1.png]



�	 LEARNING ASSESMENT REPORT-GENERAL EDUCATION














