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1) Minute Paper
a) Description:

During the last few minutes of the class period, ask students to answer on a half-sheet of paper:

1) “What is the most important point you learned today?”
2)  “What point remains least clear to you?” 
The purpose is to elicit data about students’ comprehension of a particular class session.
b) What to do with the data:

Review responses and note any useful comments. During the following class periods emphasize the issues illuminated by your students’ comments.

c) Time required:
Preparation: Low — In class: Low — Analysis: Low

· 5 people out of 23

· useful (math)- anonymous – quick feedback and keep all classes together
· Maureen  - first year experience – “time management” – used as a method to have a quick conversation with them – found out if students understood the point or just “didn’t get it”
· Media Studies – pay more attention next time ready

· Clear point – muddies point  - Lit  and English 

2) Chain Notes
a) Description:

Students pass around an envelope on which the teacher has written one question about the class. When the envelope reaches a student he/she spends a moment to respond to the question and then places the response in the envelope. 

b) What to do with the data:
Go through the student responses and determine the best criteria for categorizing the data with the goal of detecting response patterns. Discussing the patterns of responses with students can lead to better teaching and learning.

d) Time required:

Preparation: Low — In class: Low — Analysis: Low

· Disruptive – maybe in lab or group work – disruptive while instructor is lecturing

· Math - passing folder to collect homework is disruptive
3) Memory Matrix
a) Description:

Students fill in cells of a two-dimensional diagram for which instructor has provided labels. For example, in a music course, labels might consist of periods (Baroque, Classical) by countries (Germany, France, Britain); students enter composers in cells to demonstrate their ability to remember and classify key concepts. 

b) What to do with the data:
Tally the numbers of correct and incorrect responses in each cell. Analyze differences both between and among the cells. Look for patterns among the incorrect responses and decide what might be the cause(s).

c) Time required:

Preparation: Medium — In class: Medium — Analysis: Medium
· Stations  (variation) – symbolism , plot, character – add something to what some else wrote board exercise – rotate until all groups wrote something under each category – Literature/English - 
4) Directed Paraphrasing
a) Description:

Ask students to write a layman’s “translation” of something they have just learned—geared to a specified individual or audience—to assess their ability to comprehend and transfer concepts.
b) What to do with the data:
Categorize student responses according to characteristics you feel are important. Analyze the responses both within and across categories, noting ways you could address student needs.

c) Time required:

Preparation: Low — In class: Medium — Analysis: Medium
· English – first 5 minutes what do you think we know – what did we learn last time i.e. Voltaire – does same thing at end – sometimes don’t write it but rather repeat it – takes 10 minutes in each class
· AHA – Sociology – 35 students – too much time – 15 concepts – names –too much time

· English – Lit - Note taker for the day – summarizes the main concepts at the beginning of the class for the next day – go to person if absent – note taker different person each class

· Nursing – blank paper draw concept (i.e. specific atom) while instructor walks around lecture all – see blank papers – see students looking at friends – student realizes that students are watching and instructor is watching – if lot of blank papers then students don’t understand  concept yet so they can work with a friend to help - follow up at the board to cement the concept
· Blank paper – tell me what you know about the subject or chapter where you get stuck is where you need to study

5) One sentence summary
a) Description:

Students summarize knowledge of a topic by constructing a single sentence that answers the questions “Who does what to whom, when, where, how, and why?” The purpose is to require students to select only the defining features of an idea.
b) What to do with the data:
Try to distinguish student comments that address the fairness of your grading from those that address the fairness of the test as an assessment instrument. Respond to the general ideas represented by student comments.
c) Time required:

Preparation: Low — In class: Low — Analysis: Medium
· Media Studies– Journalism – work on lead – sometimes students try to cramp
· Science – what did we learn – find something in newspaper (i.e. Science Times) that you could now understand because of something they learned in this class – share – re-enforces information in class – extra credit for sharing – real world examples

· Math – plans on trying this technique
6) Exam evaluations
a) Description:

Select a type of test that you are likely to give more than once or that has a significant impact on student performance. Create a few questions that evaluate the quality of the test. Add these questions to the exam or administer a separate, follow-up evaluation.

b) What to do with the data:
Evaluate the quality of each summary quickly and holistically. Note whether students have identified the essential concepts of the class topic and their interrelationships. Share your observations with your students.
c) Time required:

Preparation: Low — In class: Medium — Analysis: Medium
· Math - Ask people – but don’t do it formally – nothing written
· Math – Got it wrong – did we not emphasize it enough – student studied wrong stuff – interesting
· If many got same question wrong would look at the question to see if there is a problem
· Psychology - Students get to comment on this in the student evaluations
· Math – even poor students admit it was fair

· Science – Powerpoint – don’t like that students learn only facts
7) Application cards
a) Description:

After teaching about an important theory, principle, or procedure, ask students to write down at least one real-world application for what they have just learned to determine how well they can transfer their learning.
b) What to do with the data:
Quickly read once through the applications and categorize them according to their quality. Pick out a broad range of examples and present them to the class.
c) Time required:

Preparation: Low — In class: Low — Analysis: Medium
· English – group – why reading of book etc. is important in their life – composition
· Psychology – share an example how it applies in your life if don’t share then write it down in journal

· Science - What’s going on – ask questions all the time  
8) Student-generated test questions
a) Description:

Allow students to write test questions and model answers for specified topics, in a format consistent with course exams. This will give students the opportunity to evaluate the course topics, reflect on what they understand, and what are good test items.

b) What to do with the data:
Make a rough tally of the questions your students propose and the topics that they cover. Evaluate the questions and use the good ones as prompts for discussion. You may also want to revise the questions and use them on the upcoming exam.
c) Time required:

Preparation:— In class:— Analysis: 
· Science – students wrote 10 questions – thought provoking – had fun – group based discussion – students did questions individual – put on overhead – discussed them and actually put some on test
· Math – Weekly quizzes, student generated exam questions

Other

· English – Online Journal – Blog.com – blog – language and writing in any capacity – current events, other class, writing – not allowed to talk about their personal lives nor their teachers – difficulties and successes in other classes as long as they say why

· Sociology – vignettes – jeopardy game – almost every 3 weeks – competitive – students would say you didn’t read – harder concepts were left – group would tell students that they better read next time
· Math - Student goes to board – each student has number – roll dice and if your number comes up then you are at the board.
· Media Studies - Blog – mass communication – MTV – go to u-tube – theory – find something that supports or disproves theory
· Composition – writing assignment – progress reports in their writing – how to make it better etc. last one what grade do they deserve – why do you deserve the grade – student goes from passive to active
The following is what the faculty wrote on index cards after the open discussion.

Index Cards: What are you now doing?  What might you consider doing?
· English – structured CA: Verbal version of minute paper, directed paraphrasing, blogs – might do written minute papers, student generated essay questions
· Chemistry – Have done student generated test questions. Problem based Learning in which students are paced in groups and practical problem (real world) is presented to students – students will collaborate

· Humanities – Doing Minute Paper, One Sentence Summary and Paraphrasing – might consider Application Cards and Student Generated Test Questions

· Social Science – Currently doing student generated questions – Is planning on doing One Minute Paper and Application Cards

· Social Science – currently am using a technique called “Think – Jot – Share in which students write about personal applications of abstract concepts – would consider using the Minute Paper of the Memory Matrix
· Science currently uses classroom discussions – would use One Minute Paper

· Political Science uses Directed Paraphrasing – might do Minute Paper, Memory Matrix, Application Dards and Student Generated test questions

· Mathematics – Currently uses Minute Paper (what was clearest today? What didn’t you understand) – Plans to use Student-generated Questions

· English – using (once a week) self-reflective process/progress reports – Would like to include the One Sentence Summary of evaluation so I can understand better what they are “understanding” as students

· Library & Humanities – One Minute Paper Verbally and Group work that requires students to apply concepts from text and lecture in real time

· Mathematics – uses Minute Papers – clearest point and muddiest point

· English and Literature – Are doing verbal assessment, asking questions and having written response – might do Student-Generated test questions
· Quizzes/Exams; Take out blank piece of paper and assign a task (draw, write down every hormone etc) – not formal – would like to try One Minute Paper and Memory Matrix

· Sociology – Vignettes, scenarios, Jeopardy Game, Rehash on board main concepts covered in previous class

· Library – currently use a verbal “minute paper” and Q&A would consider Application Cards and Memory Matrix

· History – Memory Matrix (???), application Cards (???) Direct Paraphrasing (???) – One Minute Paper (????)  could not read the writing
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