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ADMISSION PROCESS 
 

New Pathways to Teaching in New Jersey 
Ocean County College offers New Pathways to 
Teaching in New Jersey (NPTNJ) through a 
partnership with New Jersey City University 
(NJCU). Through NPTNJ, individuals who hold a 
bachelor’s degree or higher can become licensed 
teachers without completing a traditional 
teacher-training program. 
 
Basic Eligibility Requirements 

 Bachelor’s or higher degree from an 
accredited University recognized by the NJ 
Department of Education (NJDOE). 

 2.75 minimum GPA in an undergraduate 
or graduate degree (sorry, no exceptions) 

 A Certificate of Eligibility (CE) in the 
subject area you plan to teach 

 
A Brief Overview of NPTNJ 
All participating community colleges offer the 
same program for the same fee at approximately 
the same time. At the end of Stage I, students 
may transfer to another community college to 
complete Stage II.  The successful candidate 
receives a standard NJ teaching license at the end 
of the first year of teaching. 
 

Stage I: A Certificate of Eligibility is required to 
take Stage I. The 45-hour course meets one or two 
nights a week. In addition, 15 hours of observation 
are arranged by the community college in local K-
12 schools. Students must arrange time off to 
complete the 15 hours of observation. 
 
Stage II: You must have an offer of employment 
from a K-12 school district as a provisional 
teacher to continue to Stage II. Stage II runs from 
September-June. Classes meet one night a week 
and culminate in an 8 hour capstone at the end of 
the program. The provisional year combines 
classroom teaching, lesson preparation and the 
usual obligations of teaching while attending 
NPTNJ class and completing NPTNJ academic 
assignments.  Elementary teachers need an 
additional 45 hours in the teaching of Language 
Arts and 45 hours in the teaching of Mathematics, 
which must be taken simultaneously with Stage II. 
 

Choose from two options 
Graduate credit option: New Jersey City 
University (NJCU) offers 15 graduate 
credits applicable toward several 
education master’s degrees. Stage I earns 
4 credits and Stage II earns 11 credits. 
Graduate credit option enrollees will 
receive a packet of information from NJCU 

regarding the continuation of graduate 
studies and the choice of majors.  
Noncredit option: Offers a certificate.  

 

The course requirements and workload are identical for 
both options. Both fulfill the New Jersey Department of 
Education (NJDOE) requirements for alternate route 
certification if you are employed full-time as the teacher-in-
charge in an accredited New Jersey public, private or charter 
school for one full year, and enrolled in the provisional 
teacher program.  The school must be approved by the 
NJDOE to accept alternate route teacher candidates. Most 
students feel that since they are doing identical work, it is 
advantageous to select the graduate credit option. You not 
only earn мр ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ but also 
many school districts may place you on a higher pay step. 

 

GETTING STARTED 

STEP 1 ς Successfully complete the Introduction 
to Teaching Profession 24-Hour program 
Anyone applying for a Certificate of Eligibility (CE) 
after October 30, 2009 is required to complete a 
NJDOE approved Introduction to Teaching 24-
hour Pre-service class. The New Pathways to 
Teaching in NJ 24-hour course is NJDOE approved.  

Completion of the course however is only one of 
the CE requirements and does not guarantee the 
applicant qualifies for a CE. 

 
  

If you have questions after reading the 
Overview, email ngerry@ocean.edu or call 
(732) 255-0477. An application for NPTNJ 
can be accessed from our website, 
www.ocean.edu/teach.htm. 
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άAlternate Route to TeachingΣέ 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άApplicationΦέ ¢ƘŜ DƭƻǎǎŀǊȅ ƻƴ 
page 6 of this booklet will be of help if you 
are unfamiliar with this terminology. 
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STEP 2 ς Pass the Praxis II in your subject area 
A passing grade on the Praxis II exam is required 
to obtain a Certificate of Eligibility, the official 
document indicating you are qualified to teach. 
Take the Educational Testing Service (ETS) Praxis 
II test in the subject area you plan to teach. Some 
subject areas require more than one test; a few 
subjects require no test. 
 
Go to the ETS website, www.ets.org, for 
registration information. After taking the test, ETS 
will forward your Praxis score to you and to the 
New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE). 
The tests are given September, November, 
January, March, April, and June at various 
locations around the state. You must include your 
Social Security number on the application form 

whether applying via mail or on-line.  If you do 
not, your score(s) will not be sent to the NJDOE. 
 

STEP 3 ς Obtain a Certificate of Eligibility 
The second step in becoming eligible for the 
program is obtaining a Certificate of Eligibility 
(CE). 

STEP 4 ς Enjoy the Program! 
Stage I runs several times during late winter, 
spring and summer. Alternate Route candidates 
come from a wide variety of backgrounds and you 
will enjoy getting to know a fascinating group of 
people. Your cohorts will become your friends 
and support group as you go through your first 
year of teaching.  

 

Checklist for CE Applications 

V Certificate of Completion for the Introduction to the Teaching Profession 24-Hour program. 

V Payment either by credit card online, or a money order or certified check payable to “Commissioner 
of Education” in the amount of $190 for each CE ($170 if Praxis is not required in your subject). 

V One copy of an official transcript from each college you attended. 

V The date you took the physiology and hygiene test at the office of the County Superintendent of 
Schools, or the reason you are exempt. 

V A copy of your Praxis II test results for all tests taken. 

V Notarized Oath of Allegiance form found here: 
http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/tcis/checklist.pdf  

 

How to Apply for a Certificate of Eligibility 
www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/ 

 
 

 

Click here to apply 
for Certificate of 

Eligibility online 

3 

http://www.ets.org/
http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/tcis/checklist.pdf


Looking Ahead to Stage II 
Stage II runs early September - early June 

You must have an offer of employment to 
continue in the program. 
 

**Special Notice** 
We are not qualified to review your transcript(s), 
advise you on what you are qualified to teach, 
determine what credits might be missing, or 
decide if your course work has fulfilled the 
physiology and hygiene requirement. This is the 
sole jurisdiction of the NJDOE Office of Licensing 
and Academic Credentials. Remember, only the 
endorsements (subject areas) you select on the 
CE application will be considered for transcript 
review and approval. 

You will receive your CE from the NJDOE when 
their review is complete and if you meet the 
qualifications. It is a multi-step process and we 
suggest you start as soon as possible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Summary of Application/Admission Process 
 
1. Order your transcripts.  Decide what license(s) you are qualified to pursue – see 

www.nj.gov/educationΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǎƘƻǊǘŎǳǘ ƳŜƴǳ άhǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 5h9 ό5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴύ 
{ƛǘŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎΦέ 

2. Successfully complete the Introduction to Teaching Profession 24-Hour program 
3. Take Praxis II exam(s) – see www.ets.org  
4. Apply for Certificate of Eligibility (CE) 
5. Apply for NPTNJ program.  Availability is on a first-come, first-served basis, as seats are 

limited. Students are not enrolled in the program until they register and pay fee. 
6. Stage I: several times during late winter, spring and summer 
7. Stage II: early September – early June 

PLEASE NOTE 
 
During the application process you will 
need FOUR (4) official transcripts from 
each college you attended -- one to go to 
the NJDOE for the CE application, two for 
the NPTNJ office at NJCU and one for 
Ocean County College.  Please have 
transcripts sent directly to you.  When you 
receive the transcripts, do not open them.  
A transcript is not official if it has been 
opened. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
How do I know if I have the Qualifications to 
Teach Elementary, Middle or High School? 
Following are the academic requirements your 
transcript must reflect for you to qualify for a CE 
at the various educational levels.  All credits must 
appear on a 4-year school transcript.  In addition 
to the academic qualifications, you must pass the 
Praxis II in your subject area. 
 
Elementary Education (Grades K-5): To qualify for 
a CE in elementary education you must have 60 
credits in liberal arts. 
 
Middle School (Grades 5-8): There are multiple 
requirements to qualify: 

To teach middle school you must have two CEs, 
one in Elementary Education and one in 
Elementary Education with Specialization in math, 
science, social studies, English/language arts, or a 
world language (Spanish, French, etc.).  

Your transcript must show 15 credits in the 
subject you plan to teach.  There is a middle 
school Praxis II exam for all middle school 
specialization areas except world languages. For 
any of the world languages, you must take the 
subject area (K-12) Praxis II test, and follow the 
additional world language regulations (not 
included here). 

If you hope to teach a subject in middle school 
that is not one of the middle school specialization 
areas mentioned above (such as home economics 
or art) you will need a subject area CE, explained 
below. If you have a subject area CE you may 
teach that subject K-12 and do not need an 
elementary CE to teach elementary or middle 
school. 
 
To Qualify to Teach High School (grades 9-12):  
A subject area CE is required.  To qualify for a CE 
in most subject areas, you need 30 credits in the 
subject field.  Though a subject area CE is often 
referred to as a high school or secondary CE, a 
subject area CE qualifies you to teach that subject 
K-12 without any additional CEs. 

The credits must be in a coherent sequence, 100-
400 level, with a minimum of 12 credits at the 
300-400 level and at least one at the 400 level. 

For health and physical education, you must have 
30 semester hours in a coherent sequence of 
courses in health and 15 semester hours in 
physical education or vice versa.  The 300-400 
level course rule applies. 

For physical science, you must have 30 semester 
hours in a coherent sequence of courses in 
physics and 15 semester hours in chemistry or 
vice versa.  The 300-400 level course rule applies. 

 

Summary of Requirements to Teach at Different Levels, K-12 

 To teach K-5 an Elementary Education CE is required. 

 To teach middle school a CE in Elementary Education and a CE in Elementary Education with 
Specialization is required. 

 A subject area CE qualifies you to teach the subject K-12 and 30 credits in that subject are required. 
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RESOURCES 
The Job Search 
You are eligible to work as a public school teacher 
once you have received your CE. The CE is an 
official document that demonstrates you have the 
qualifications to teach that subject in New Jersey. 
 
The four main areas of need are math, science, 
world languages, and special education. The most 
difficult job to get is an elementary education 
position in a suburban school. Urban schools, 
private and charter schools may have jobs in all 
areas, at all levels. You are responsible for finding 
your own job, although we pass on information 
when we hear of openings. 
 
If you are hired by a school district and have not 
been traditionally trained as a teacher, you must 
be in an alternate route program. NPTNJ is one of 
those programs. Many school districts like hiring 
people in the NPTNJ program because the Stage I 
program waives the requirement for the 20 days 
of full time mentoring.  Each year a high 
percentage of new teachers throughout the state 
are alternate route teachers. The NPTNJ program 
has gained a reputation for having high academic 

standards and for preparing students well for the 
classroom. 
 
 
 
Glossary of Terms 
NJDOE:  New Jersey Department of Education 

Certificate of Eligibility (CE): Shows the person 
has the qualifications to teach in New Jersey and 
may seek employment in the subject area 
indicated.  This is NOT a teaching license. 

Provisional License: One-year license that allows 
first year teachers to begin working in the 
classroom and legalizes employment. Upon 
employment, the school enrolls you in the 
provisional program.   

Provisional Teacher Program (PTP): The 
combination of training, support and evaluation 
required by the state of New Jersey for first year 
teachers. 

Standard License:  The permanent credential that 
allows the holder to serve without condition in all 
New Jersey schools. The standard license is issued 
after the completion of the provisional year, the 
first full year of teaching. 

 
 
Helpful Resources 

 Educational Testing Services (ETS) for Praxis II exam information 
www.ets.org/praxis, or 609-771-7395 

 New Jersey Department of Education Office of Licensing and Academic Credentials - 609-292-2070  

 Foreign Credentials Review 
World Education Services: phone – 212-966-6311; fax – 212-739-6139; website www.wes.org 

 Career training loans, djones@ocean.edu 

 Hiring and job outlook in NJ, www.njhire.com 

 Resources for current and prospective teachers, http://www.nj.gov/njded/clear/teach/recteachers.htm 

 Ocean County College NPTNJ office, mrichards@ocean.edu, phone (732) 255-0400, ext. 2067; fax (732) 
255-0475; mail: New Pathways to Teaching in NJ, School Relations, Ocean County College, College 
Drive, PO Box 2001, Toms River, NJ 08754-2001 
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NEW PATHWAYS TO TEACHING IN NEW JERSEY 
STEPS TO ADMISSION CHECKLIST 

(For your own use) 
 

The following checklist is to help you complete the necessary steps for admission to the NPTNJ program. 
 

CONTACT THE OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE NPTNJ OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IF 
NEEDED AT (732) 255-0477 or ngerry@ocean.edu or mrichards@ocean.edu  
 
 
____ DOCUMENTATION OF SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION TO INTRODUCTION TO TEACHING  

PROFESSION 24-HOUR PROGRAM 
 
____ REQUEST FOUR (4) OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS FROM ALL COLLEGES ATTENDED (3 official transcripts if 

CE has already been issued) 
 
____ SCHEDULE AND TAKE PRAXIS II TEST(S)  
 
____ UPON RECEIPT OF PRAXIS II RESULTS, APPLY FOR CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY ONLINE 

www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/ 
 
____ FULFILL PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE REQUIREMENT 
 
____ COMPLETE THE NPTNJ APPLICATION AND SUBMIT TO THE OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE NPTNJ OFFICE 
 
         PACKET SHOULD INCLUDE: 
 ____   COPY OF CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY 

____   COPY OF PRAXIS II TEST RESULT 

____   DOCUMENTATION OF SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF INTRODUCTION TO TEACHING 
PROFESSION 24-HOUR PROGRAM 
 

 ____   PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE TEST DATE OR EXEMPTION INFORMATION 

 ____   THREE (3) OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS FROM EACH COLLEGE YOU ATTENDED 
  

____   REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT FOR NPTNJ 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
For Graduate School Enrollment    Employment Information 
Information:       www.njhire.com 
Cynthia Vazquez       www.njschooljobs.com 
New Jersey City University 
2039 Kennedy Boulevard 
Jersey City, NJ 07305-1597     Foreign Credits Evaluation 
Phone: 201-200-3168      www.wes.org  
E-mail: cvazquez@njcu.edu 
www.njcu.edu       NPTNJ Website 
         www.nptnj.org 
          
New Jersey Department of Education   Ocean County College NPTNJ office 
Licensing Information      www.ocean.edu/teach.htm 
www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/ 

scroll down and click on  
Á CERTIFICATION IN NEW JERSEY or 
Á CHECK THE STATUS OF AN APPLICATION FOR  
     CERTIFICATION 
Á FORMS (i.e. Oath of Allegiance, Affidavits) 
Á and more related topics 

 
Praxis Exam Information 
To register: 
www.ets.org/praxis/ 

Email address: 
praxis@ets.org 

Mailing address: 
The Praxis Series 
ETS 
P.O. Box 6051 
Princeton, NJ 08541-6051 
Phone contact: 
Phone: 800-772-9476 
Phone: 609-771-7395 
TTY: 609-771-7714 
Fax: 609-530-0581 
Fax: 609-771-7906 
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