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OCC FOUNDATION GALA A HUGE SUCCESS
TOMS RIVER – The Ocean County College Foundation netted over $210,000 at its Pride and Patriotism Gala on Saturday, September 12.  The annual Gala, which is usually held on OCC’s Main Campus, was moved to the Poland Spring Arena at the Ritacco Center in Toms River due to threatening weather conditions.  The proceeds from the Gala will support the Foundation’s general scholarship program.

This year, the OCC Foundation honored Leonard “Bud” Lomell with the prestigious “Humanitarian of the Year Award” in recognition his outstanding service to his country and his involvement in the community and business life of Ocean County.

 “The OceanFirst Foundation has for many years been a major sponsor of the Gala, continuing this year with a $55,000 donation,” explained Sandy S. Broughton, Executive Director of the OCC Foundation.  “Sincere appreciation is expressed to the OceanFirst Foundation for its role in ensuring the success of the Gala.  Thanks also go to the many donors and supporters of this year’s Gala.” 

Nearly 350 people attended the Gala.  Guests were entertained with live music provided by the Mission Dance Band.  Food was prepared by Joe Leone’s Inc., which included food representing the various regions of the United States. An assortment of all-American desserts were also served. The souvenir journal was printed by Marange Design and Printing.
The capstone of the evening was a video presentation featuring Tom Brokaw as the narrator. A live and silent auction raised nearly $25,000.  Guests bid on an array of  items including golf outings, sporting event tickets, vacations and entertainment packages, theatre tickets, collectibles, and gift certificates.

The Gala Chair was Ginny Haines, a member of the OCC Foundation Board of Trustees.  The OCC Foundation Board Chairman is Frank J. Dupignac, Jr., of Toms River.
The OCC Foundation is a private nonprofit organization dedicated to the growth and development of the College through scholarships, endowments, and capital and special projects.
