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MIDWEEK JAZZ SERIES SIZZLES IN SUMMER

TOMS RIVER – Ocean County College’s Arts and Community Center continues the MidWeek Jazz Series off-campus on Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m. at Mancini Hall, Ocean County Library, 101 Washington Street, Toms River.  Come hear acclaimed artists play classic jazz and swing in a single 90-minute set!

July 29: The Merchant Street Jazz Band – This six-piece group of solid players captures the sound and fierce exhilaration of classic jazz in the New Orleans and Chicago styles, allowing the listener to comprehend why this music took the country by storm.  Jazz fans will recognize much of this band’s extensive repertoire, and will enjoy a few obscure pieces discovered in the archives.  This is a hot band that leaves audiences wanting more!

August 19: Allan Vache’s Benny Goodman Centennial Tribute – Goodman’s spirited music was the anthem of generations of young people, and still has a strong following today.  As part of a national tour, Orlando-based star clarinetist Allan Vache performs for MidWeek Jazz near the anniversary of Goodman’s Palomar Ballroom appearance, seen by most historians as the start of the Swing Era.  He’ll be joined by guitarist Vinnie Corrao, bassist Brian Nalepka, and drummer Kevin Dorn.
September 23: Ivory & Gold – This pair is a staple at most West Coast jazz festivals because of their ability to take familiar ragtime, jazz, pops, Broadway, and even gospel tunes, give them their own spin, and make them special.  Jeff Barnhart is the nation’s premier stride pianist and Anne Barnhardt adds her flute to complete the duo’s unique sound.  A rare appearance in this region and must-see for all jazz fans!
Admission: $13 in advance and $15 at-the-door.  Advance tickets are only available through the Ocean County College Arts and Community Center Box Office.  For information or to charge tickets, call 732.255.0500.  Visit us on the web at www.ocean.edu.  (Tickets will be available at-the-door on the night of the performance, one hour before show time.)
