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NOVINS PLANETARIUM INVITES COMMUNITY TO FREE AUTUMN EVENTS
TOMS RIVER, NJ – The Robert J. Novins Planetarium, on the main campus of Ocean County College, and the Astronomical Society of the Toms River Area (ASTRA) have several events planned in October and November to share the night sky and knowledge of astronomy with the local community.
The events, all of which are free and open to the public, are offered in connection with significant fall astronomy events, including World Space Week, the Great World Wide Star Count, NASA's LCROSS impact, Fall Astronomy Week, and Galilean Nights.  In addition, 2009 is the International Year of Astronomy, celebrating 400 years of observing the sky with telescopes.  


Ocean County College’s astronomical events begin Friday, October 9, with a regularly scheduled ASTRA meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the College Center Solar Lounge (Building 15), OCC Main Campus, College Drive, Toms River.  
On Saturday, October 10, join planetarium staff and members of ASTRA for a Fall Star Watch.  Participants will be able to observe the night sky with a variety of telescopes.  Weather permitting, the event will begin at 7:00 p.m. outside the College Center (Building 15), OCC Main Campus, College Drive, Toms River.
At 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 24, a Star Party will take place at Jakes Branch County Park, 1100 Double Trouble Road, Beachwood Borough.   A variety of telescopes will be available to observe the night sky.
The Novins Planetarium is actively involved in educating about light pollution issues and will be providing information about the Great World Wide Star Count at all of the October events.  The Great World Wide Start Count is an international citizen science project designed to encourage learning in astronomy and discovery of the effects of light pollution.  
Additionally, the planetarium is involved with the NASA MicroObservatory and will be providing information on how people can access this free resource to create custom images of the night sky.
Finally, at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 14, in the Lecture Hall of the Technology Building (Building 13), OCC Main Campus, College Drive, Toms River, NJ, planetarium lecturer, astronomy instructor, and long-time amateur astronomer Rich Brady will discuss how to choose a new telescope. 

The Novins Planetarium is currently closed for renovations, but staff members are hosting a variety of events outside of the planetarium throughout the year.  A list of all events is available at ocean.edu/campus/planetarium.
For recorded information about upcoming events, call 732.255.0342, or to reach the planetarium office, call 732.255.0400, ext. 2111.
