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OCEAN NEWS 

Dr. Toni Clay Recognized by NAACP 
OCC’s  Assistant Vice President of Academic Afairs 

Receives NAACP Community Service Award 

This past September, Associate Vice President of Academic Afairs, Dr. Toni Clay, was recognized 
by the Toms River Branch of the NAACP with the Community Service Award at its Annual Freedom 
Fund Dinner Dance. The Community Service Award recognizes individuals who devote their 
lives to contributing to and bolstering communities of color. 

“Although I have done a lot of work in the community, I never expected that anyone or any 
organization would want to celebrate it,” says Dr. Clay. “I just do what I do because of the values 
instilled in me by my parents.” 

Over the last 25 years, Dr. Clay has been a dedicated advocate and supporter of her local 
community. She has served on the board of directors of the Girl Scouts of the Jersey Shore, 
Ocean County Caregivers, and the Montclair State University Alumni Board. She was one of the 
founders of the Black Alumni Chapter at Montclair State University and an alumni co-chair of 
MSU’s Capital Campaign. Dr. Clay continues to participate in Read Across America and adopts 
a family from the Salvation Army every year. She also conducts workshops for church youth 
groups and community organizations helping young people prepare to apply for and attend 
college, as well as conducts Black History Month presentations. 

Dr. Clay credits her family for inspiring her for a lifetime of service. “My parents were local 
civil rights activists in the 60s when I was growing up, and I developed a deep appreciation 
of giving to those less fortunate. I came from a working middle class family but still learned 
that, although I lived in a nice neighborhood and attended Catholic school, there were many 
people struggling on a level that I had never experienced and some of them looked like me. 
Service in my family is lifelong, and I pass this on to my niece and nephew.” 

Ocean County College congratulates Dr. Clay on this well-deserved honor and looks forward 
to her continuing work in the community. 
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provide Service to 
humanity as well 
as to further the 
freedom that is 
our national, edu-
cational, and intel-
lectual heritage. 
Alpha Phi Omega 
provides its members the opportunity to 
develop leadership skills as they volunteer 
on their campus and in their communities. 

Thank you to alumnus, John Doon, 
OCC Class of ’76, for organizing the event, 
Narcissus Florals for donating the flowers, 
and to all Alpha Phi Omega members! 

Jersey-Friendly Yards 
Conference Brings Sustainable 
Landscaping to Ocean County 
This past October, approximately 200 people 
from around the state attended the third 
annual Jersey-Friendly Yards Conference 
at Ocean County College. Organized by the 
Barnegat Bay Partnership, Ocean County 
Soil Conservation District, and Rutgers 
Cooperative Extension of Ocean County, the 
conference ofered a wealth of information 
about how to landscape for a healthy  and 
sustainable environment. 
The Jersey-Friendly Yards Conference teaches 
residents how to reduce fertilizer and pesti-
cide use, conserve water, and provide much-
needed habitat for wildlife. The presentations 
and workshops at the conference ofered 
attendees great tools for choosing the right 
plant for the right place and emphasized 
the importance of utilizing native plants in 
landscaping. Well-adapted to local soils and 
climate, native plants thrive with less water 
and fertilizer than non-natives and provide 
essential food, shelter, and nesting sites for 
birds, pollinators, and other wildlife. 

“Healthy yards are one of the keys to having 
clean water for drinking, swimming, and fish-
ing in our community,” says Dr. Stan Hales, 
Director of the Barnegat Bay Partnership at 
Ocean County College. “The fertilizers and 
pesticides used on thousands of lawns and 
in landscaping are a major source of pollu-
tion for the state’s rivers, lakes, and bays. 
By landscaping for a healthy environment, 
homeowners can make a significant difer-
ence for clean water in New Jersey and the 
Barnegat Bay Watershed.” 

DISTINGUISHED 

OCC Alpha Phi Omega 
Service Fraternity 
Celebrates 50th Reunion 

The Alpha Phi Omega – Tau Omega 
Alumni Chapter of Ocean County College 
celebrated its 50th Reunion last summer at 
the American Legion Post 129 in Toms River 
with a memorial ceremony and picnic. 

Through its mission of preparing campus 
and community leaders through service, 
Alpha Phi Omega is committed to bringing 
together college students in a national ser-
vice fraternity in the fellowship of principles 
derived from the Scout Oath and the Law 
of the Boy Scouts of America to develop 
Leadership, to promote Friendship, and to 

OCC Executive Director 
Named 2019 District 1 
Communicator of the Year 

In November, the National Council for 
Marketing and Public Relations named 
Jan Kirsten, Executive Director of College 
Relations, its 2019 District 1 Communicator 

of the Year. This award recognizes one indi-
vidual from more than 1,700 members who 
demonstrates leadership and exceptional 
ability in the area of college communications. 

“We know that no matter the task we 
set for her, Jan will not only get it done on 
time, but also take the most dificult and 
complex event and pull it off without a 
hitch – and without batting an eyelash,” 
says Dr. Jon Larson, President of OCC. 
“She accomplishes the many demands of 
her position at Ocean County College, and 
still finds time to serve on the boards of 
many charitable community organizations. 
She’s definitely our Wonder Woman.” 

The National Council for Marketing 
and Public Relations is a professional 
organization for individuals involved 
in marketing, communications, public 
relations, and enrollment management at 
community, junior, and technical colleges. 
NCMPR provides professional development 
opportunities, advocates on behalf of the 
profession and the institutions it serves, 
and recognizes professional excellence. 
Congratulations Jan! 
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ACADEMIC FEATURE

Displaced Homemakers Program
Leads Carmen Leyva to 
College, Career 

Carmen Leyva has taken a somewhat circuitous route to her job 
at Ocean Mental Health Services’ Keeping Families Together program 
in Toms River. 

The OCC alumna was born in Miami, Florida, but grew up in the Central 
American country of Costa Rica before moving back to the United States. 

Leyva, now a resident of Barnegat, NJ, graduated high school via 
the Southern Regional Adult Program. Soon after, she entered the 
Displaced Homemakers Program of Ocean County, which is housed on the 
OCC campus. 

“I married young and committed myself to my family and my home. 
Afer a failed marriage, I needed to find my way, so I became a member 
of Ocean County’s Displaced Homemakers Program. With their help, I 
enrolled at OCC,” Leyva explained. 

“OCC has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life,” she 
added. “My main focus was on social work. At OCC, I learned to explore 
diferent fields and discover skills I never knew I had.” 

In addition to Displaced Homemakers, Leyva was involved with the 
OCC Foundation’s 100 Woman mentoring program, through which she 
met Tracy Maksel, Director at the Ocean County Department of Human 
Services. “She has been a crucial part of my career and has become a 
strong part of my support system,” said Leyva. 

She continued, “OCC’s faculty was supportive and knowledgeable. I 
always had someone willing to help and answer questions, and believe 
me ... I had many. (History Lecturer) Rob Marchie and (Education Lecturer) 

Favorite spot on campus: 
“Just being on campus was good for me overall. 
If I have to choose, I would say the Planetarium.” 

Favorite class(es) at OCC: 
“Dr. Anita Woolery’s Introduction to Social Work, 
and Race and Ethnicity.” 

Dr. Jane MacDonald always had their doors and ears open in my moments 
of crisis and self-doubt, and I never heard anything negative. On the 
contrary, I always heard words of encouragement and support.” 

“I always recommend OCC. I truly believe attending OCC is the best 
choice for anyone graduating high school or looking to start later in life,” 
she emphasized. 

Leyva earned her associate degree from OCC in 2017 and, following 
graduation, pursued a bachelor’s degree in social work from Stockton 
University. Today, Leyva is continuing her education even further at the 
University of New England to attain a master’s degree in social work. 

Leyva’s successes have not been overlooked. Earlier this year, at the 
annual Legislative Reception in Trenton, she was presented with a New 
Beginnings Award from the Displaced Homemakers Network, an honor 
she was grateful to have received. 

ABOUT Displaced Homemakers 

Since 2007, the Displaced Homemakers Program of Ocean County 
has been helping individuals who have lost their primary source of 
income, showing them how to become financially self-suficient by 
providing training and assistance in finding employment. With ofices 
on the Ocean County College main campus in Toms River, the program 
is managed by Ocean County College’s Counseling Center, and is funded 
through a grant from the New Jersey Division on Women, Department 
of Children and Families. 

Favorite hobbies: 
“I love to read and watch movies. 
I have never watched a movie I didn’t like.” 

Happy news: 
Leyva remarried on October 18, 2019. 
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“ 
I am proud to say I am a domestic violence survivor, and I have 
worked hard to get to where I am today, for myself and my children. 
Obtaining that award validated my eforts. 

” 
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FACULTY-TOPIC SPOTLIGHT 

IN THE 
CLASSROOM 
AND ON 
STAGE 
Paul Chalakani and 
Dr. Beth Willetts-Brierley 

Dr. Beth Willetts Brierley, 
Humanit ies  and Fine Arts  Associate Professor of Speech and 
Lecturer Paul Chalakani serves Theatre, is Communications and 
as Performing Arts Program Performing Arts Program Chair and 
Chair  and Director of  the was previously Director of the Three 
OCC Repertory Theatre Company. Story Players Theatre Company. 

BORN 
AND RAISED 
He Said: I was raised in Hastings 
on-the-Hudson, NY. I went to Rider 
for a BA in Fine Arts/Theatre and 
George Washington University 
for an MFA in Theatre–Acting. I 
worked as an actor and toured 
with a Shakespeare Troupe, and 
worked as a freelance director 
and theatre teacher. I also spent 
years in sales and management 
in the home health care industry. 
I’m an ordained Deacon too! 

She Said: I received my bach 
elor’s degree at Rutgers, a mas 
ter’s at Montclair State, and a 
doctorate in Humanities from 
Drew University. The spring of 
2020 marks my 25th year at OCC. 
Before that, I was a professional 
actor and choreographer. I also 
taught at Montclair, Monmouth, 
and Brookdale. 



      

 

 
 

 
  

 
          

      

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STARTING THE WORK 
He Said: I started working as a theatre director at OCC in 
1977. I directed shows here until I moved to New York City 
to pursue an acting career in 1982. I returned as an adjunct 
in 2012 and became a full-time lecturer in 2013. 

She Said: I started working in the OCC Admissions and Records Ofice 
while teaching part-time in the Humanities Department. I was also 
hired to direct the Three Story Players show and choreograph the 
summer musical. 

TIME TO TEACH 
He Said: Currently, I teach Acting I and II, Public Speaking, 
and Theatre Appreciation. I have also taught Contemporary 
Theatre. 

She Said: I’ve taught ESL classes, dance, theatre appreciation, and 
theatre practicums. At OCC, I teach Public Speaking, Children’s Theatre 
Performance, and Musical Theatre Workshop, and I oversee the Theatre 
Practicums. 

ACT 1 
He Said: I began acting in fourth grade in The Grinch 
Who Stole Christmas. I did plays and musicals and sang 
in various choirs. Somehow, I also found time to play 
football and run track. I prefer acting to directing and did 
not consider directing until I was in graduate school. I 
prefer dramatic work over comedy, and I absolutely love 
musicals... though not the frilly, always-happy ones. 

She Said: I sang in church choir when I was little, started appearing in 
musicals and taking dance lessons when I was six, and was involved 
in community and regional theatre throughout high school. I studied 
music, dance, and theatre, and consider myself a lifelong learner, still 
taking lessons. In college and graduate school, I had the opportunity 
to perform throughout the US and Europe. 

GOOD COMPANY 
He Said: I am the Artistic/Producing Director of the OCC 
Repertory Theatre Company, a community theatre com-
pany. I select plays and musicals for the six-show season, 
choose artistic teams to bring the shows to the stage, and 
work with Grunin Center staf to market them. We have a 
great team, which makes it a joy to come to work. 

She Said: For several years, I wrote musicals for the Three Story 
Players Company; I wrote lyrics, music, and script, and would direct 
the productions. To date, I have choreographed or directed more than 
100 productions in New Jersey, and about a third of those were at OCC. 

AND ACTION 
He Said: I have been acting for more than 50 years and direct-
ing for 42. I have done so professionally and for community 
groups and at high schools and colleges. I also ran my own 
theatre company, The Atlantic Stage Co., from 1980-1990. 

She Said: I was a professional actor and choreographer for several 
years. I choreographed stage combat scenes; I loved staging fights. 
So much more work goes into staging a fight than a dance sequence. 
When I had children, my focus changed, and I decided to take a break 
from acting and directing. When my children are grown, I look forward 
to auditioning once again. 

THANK YOU 
He Said: Thanks to the Grunin Foundation, we went from 
producing two plays a year to six and were able to introduce 
large musicals into the mix. It’s great to have the small Black 
Box Theatre and the large conventional stage to work on; it 
allows us more latitude in the shows we produce. We have 
seen an increase in the number and diversity of audience 
members, which is very rewarding. 

She Said: The Grunin Foundation has provided us with incredible 
opportunities to see a wealth of entertainment here in Ocean County. 
Along with great student performances, residents can see shows and 
concerts by world-renowned musicians, touring companies, and dance 
troupes. It brings the city to our backyard. 

LOVE AND JOY 
He Said: I loved the Vienna Boys Choir and the Irish 
Dancers, as well as Art Garfunkel, Bernie Williams, 
Neil Berg, and Jef Blumenkrantz. 

She Said: I started seeing shows at OCC in high school. I remember 
seeing plays directed by Arthur Waldman that inspired me to pursue 
a career in the arts. He is a dear friend, former colleague, and mentor 
who directed hundreds of productions here. “Of Mice and Men” and “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” both directed by Arthur, were terrific — truly 
professional caliber. 

FAV’S 
He Said: Musicals: I love “Sweeney Todd.” I love “Candide,” 
“Man of La Mancha,” “Secret Garden,” and most of 
Sondheim’s work. Favorite plays: “Glass Menagerie,” 
“Equus,” “Macbeth,” “A Streetcar Named Desire,” 
“Les Liaisons Dangereuse,” “Amadeus.” 

She Said: I love “West Side Story.” Stephen Sondheim is a national 
treasure. Suzan-Lori Parks is an incredibly exciting playwright; her 
“Topdog/Underdog” was a revelation and unlike anything I had ever 
seen. I love anything by Oscar Wilde, Caryl Churchill, and, of course, 
Shakespeare. 

COLD CALL 
He Said: I love 
what I do and 
have been very 
happy doing it 
here. Will OCC 
stil l  want me 
when I’m 84? 

She Said: Most members of 
the community assume that 
the OCC Repertory Theatre 
Company productions are 
only for students. Not so 
- auditions are open to the 
public! 
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ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT

OCC was the right place for me 

Will 
Carafello 01 ‘ 
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Alumnus Will Carafello, 
Senior Director of Social Media for the NY Mets 

Will Carafello has been employed since the day he graduated from 
college. However, he notes, “I’ve never worked a day in my life.” 

Carafello, Senior Director of Social Media for the New York Mets, 
was undecided on a career path afer graduation from Hawthorne High 
School in Passaic County, New Jersey, in 1995. “I wasn’t really sure what 
I wanted to do,” he remarked. 

He decided to enroll at OCC afer a visit to the campus. 

As Carafello didn’t live locally, he didn’t know anyone. He spent a lot of 
time at the Student Center and, in his second year, joined the student 
government to meet more people. This experience, he said, “set me up 
for leadership roles later on.” 

A public speaking class, too, was beneficial 
both for student government meetings and 
for the future. “Now, I speak publicly ofen 
and still use a lot of those tactics from the 
class,” said Carafello. “I really enjoy speaking 
in public now, and I thrive.” 

Carafello earned his A.S. in Business 
Administration in 2001 and transferred to 
Seton Hall University where he earned a B.S. 
in Sports Management. While there, he served 
as Vice President of the Sports Management 
Student Association and interned at Madison 
Square Garden. 

His first full-time job afer graduation was as 
a ticket sales manager for the Newark Bears, 
an unafiliated minor league baseball team. 

in 2005, he jumped on the opportunity to 
serve as the Director of Marketing for the 
Harlem Globetrotters, the larger-than-life 
exhibition basketball team. A year later, 
Carafello became Marketing Manager for the 
Meadowlands Sports Complex. From there, 
it was on to the Prudential Center, where he 
held the same title. 

In July 2010, Carafello 
accepted the job as Director 
of Marketing for the New Jersey 
Devils professional hockey team. 
He guided the growth of the team’s 
social media engagement and was 
instrumental in the creation of “Mission 
Control,” the first digital command center 
within the sports and entertainment industry. 

Carafello’s hard work and social media savvy con 
tinued to pay of. In 2013, he – a lifelong Mets fan –was 
hired to direct the club’s social media. 

Now, Carafello is at Citi Field for all home games and travels 
to away games when he can. He estimates he watches 99 
percent of all the Mets’ games. 

He interacts with players, coaches, the 
owner, and the GM. He works with his staf 
to generate ideas, write scripts, find loca 
tions, shoot video, and then decides where 
to place that content among the Mets’ various 
engagement tools. 

“It’s an unbelievable job,” he remarked. 
“I’m so thrilled to be here.” 

Looking back on his college experience and 
his foray into the working world, Carafello 
stated, “We’ve all heard the saying, ‘It’s not 
what you know; it’s who you know.’ I like to 
take that further. ‘It’s not what you know; 
it’s who knows you – and your work ethic.” 

Carafello admits he didn’t apply himself 
in high school, but when he got to OCC, 
he said, “I started with a clean slate. I 
applied myself there, and when I got 
into the workforce, that paid of.” 

“ O C C  w a s  a  p e r f e c t  
opportunity for me to 
grow and mature. I look 
at that as what set my 
career on track.” 

“ OCC was a perfect opportunity for me to grow and mature. 
I look at that as what set my career on track.   ” 
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ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT

Paul 
Altero 93 
an OCC Entrepreneur and 
Businessperson of the Year

‘ 
Bubbakoo’s Founder Paul Altero 
Serves Up Burritos, Business Acumen 

“Everyone wants to be an entrepreneur,” says 
alumnus Paul Altero, the co owner and founder of 
the Bubbakoo’s Burritos restaurant chain. “And that’s 
great. I like that spirit. But you have to pay your dues. 
You have to work hard and learn.” 

When Altero speaks at his alma maters – both OCC 
and the University of Delaware – he encourages his 
young audience. “Kids need to hear that they can do 
it,” Altero, 47, noted. But he also emphasizes diligence. 

While attending high school at Donovan Catholic, 
Altero felt he likely didn’t possess the diligence or 
maturity to attend a four-year college. “I wasn’t finan 
cially prepared to go to an institution I couldn’t aford,” 
he said. “ So, there was that afordability factor. And 
my father was sick at the time with cancer so I didn’t 
want to go far away from my home for college.” 

Altero decided to enroll at OCC. “It was 100 percent 
the right choice,” he remarked. “How could it not 
be a great choice? It’s afordable, and you get a 
quality education.” 

“Community college is an awesome option,” he added. 

As he said of his time at OCC, during which he also 
worked, “I really enjoyed the business classes I took.” 
When he started at the University of Delaware to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in hotel, restaurant, and 
institutional management, he felt prepared. OCC 
fostered his “maturity and academic acumen.” 

After graduating from OCC with an A.S. in 
Business Administration in 1993, Altero 
continued his education and received a B.S. from 
the University of Delaware in 1995. He then set 
his sights on Atlantic City. He held management 
roles for Resorts Hotel & Casino, Pizzeria Uno, 
Nordstrom’s restaurant division, and Friendly’s 
restaurants.  He then began a 10-year stint with 
Johnny Rocket’s, where he became Regional 
Director of Eastern Operations when he was in 
his early 30s. Before leaving Johnny Rocket’s, 
Altero advanced to Interim Vice President of 
Operations, overseeing locations both region-
ally and nationally. 
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Bubbakoo’s, which Altero co-owns with Bill Hart, is also 
known for its service standards and energetic atmosphere. 

In 2015, Altero was named the Businessperson of the Year 
by the Future Business Leaders of America, and he is a 
three-time recipient of the University of Delaware’s Blue Hen 
17&43 Award. In 2018, Bubbakoo’s Burritos was featured in 
Entrepreneur Magazine’s Top 100 Franchises and 
was ranked Top 10 Hottest Mexican Franchises. 

It was “scary and exciting” opening that first 
location, said Altero, who took out home equity 
loans and maxed out credit cards to do so. But 
he kept doubling down and rolled the proceeds 
into more stores. Now, there are 
in California, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and 
Pennsylvania, as well as throughout NewJersey– 
with 32 more restaurants currently under 
development nationwide. 

 

 

 

   

 

  

         
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

In 2008, Altero opened the very first Bubbakoo’s Burritos in Point 
Pleasant. “The idea came from my days at the University of Delaware,” 
he noted. As an undergrad there, he traveled to visit a cousin in Washington, 
D.C., and was introduced to the concept of the make-your-own-burrito, which 
seemed to be gaining popularity. 

“This was always something I wanted to do ... 
but I wanted to do it diferently,” said Altero. 

The chain’s menu, he noted, is not your 
standard ofering. The most popular items: 
the crispy bufalo chicken burrito, the hibachi 
steak and shrimp burrito, and sriracha pork 
burritos all set Bubbakoo’s apart from its 
competitors. 

In addition to the custom burritos and tacos, the 
restaurants ofer burrito bowls, quesadillas, 
nachos, taco salads, and “The Chiwawa,” a 
lightly-fried, panko-crusted cheesy rice ball 
smothered with nacho cheese, choice of 
meat, and toppings. There are also student 
meals, a kids’ menu, and a “lifestyle menu” 
with items such as a keto bowl, a whole food 
plant-based bowl, and various vegan choices. 

32 locations 
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STUDENT FOCUS 

SMALL BUT MIGHTY 
THE PSI BETA CLUB BRINGS THE PRINCIPLES  

Spencer Salas  Vice President Hayley Salas  Club Member

Club Rebuild 
Some first-year students like to take things slow – get a handle on their classes, get a feel for their campus, and ease their way into college 
life. That simply isn’t the case for Cristina Baldino, a freshman at OCC and the President of the Psi Beta Psychology Club on campus. 

“We’re in the process of totally rebuilding and restructuring the club,” says Cristina, as she pores over notes alongside Psi Beta 
Psychology Club advisor Dr. Margaret Maghan. “We’re getting more students involved in utilizing the principles of psychology outside 
the classroom to make their own lives better and to help change the world.” 

Understanding the Why 
Practicing the principles of psychology wherever you go is a major theme for the newly restructured Psi Beta Psychology Club. “Applying 
the ideas of psychology outside the classroom can be very useful in decision making,” says Spencer Salas, Vice President of the 
Psychology Club. “Truly understanding how the mind and body work together can help you and others deal with stress, fear, anger, 
and sadness. Psychology has a reason for every behavior we possess as humans, and I believe understanding the ‘why’ aspect of 
that behavior is imperative.” That’s no small task for a small group of first and second-year students from OCC – but a task Dr. Maghan 
believes the club is up to. 
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OF PSYCHOLOGY BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

Christina Baldino  President

Doing Good 
“It’s exciting, amazing, and rare to have students like Cristina and the members of the Psychology Club,” says Dr. Maghan. “They truly 
believe in doing good and being good, which I think challenges the stereotypes many people have about their generation. This is why 
you go into teaching.” 

Admiration 
The respect and admiration Dr. Maghan has for Cristina and her fellow club members is mutual. “Dr. Maghan is the best professor ever. 
Her class opened up my eyes to the opportunities at OCC. I learned that psychology is so much more than sitting on a couch and being 
analyzed, Freud-style,” she says with a chuckle. 

Firecrackers 
Dr. Maghan, Cristina, and Spencer aren’t spreading the universal principles of psychology alone. “The club is small, but mighty,” says 
Dr. Maghan. “The students are raising community awareness about the food pantry on campus, doing community 
service, and being ambassadors for the universal principles of psychology, all while working on research opportunities 
through the American Psychological Association.” 

Cristina agrees. “We’re a small group, but we’re all firecrackers.” 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

In Her Own Words 
Oladutun Aluko Chronicles Her Journey from Nigeria 
to Ocean County College. 

M y name is Oladotun Rachael Aluko. I am an 18-year old 
Nigerian. I love cycling, dancing, hiking, and ice skating. I 
graduated from Deril Academy in Nigeria. I am a General 
Science major and a second-year student at Ocean County 

College. In a few years, I see myself as a renowned cardiologist. At first, the 
main reason I chose to go to Ocean County College is that I planned on 
going to medical school debt-free. Then I came to realize that OCC ofers 
the same education and social life other four-year universities provide 
for  considerably less money. 

Starting college at age 16 was quite challenging, but living away from my 
family and living in a state where I knew no one was more challenging. 
In my freshman year at OCC, I was not involved in any activities or clubs. 
I had no idea so many exciting things were happening on campus since I 
only went to my classes and the library. As I was about to start my second 
semester, I came to realize the beauty of the school. 

I joined HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America)-Future Health 
Professionals due to my interest in the field of health. Through this 
organization, I competed in the Nutrition Knowledge Test in March 2019 
and came in third place in the state of New Jersey, which qualified me 
for the international competition. I, along with three other students from 
OCC, traveled to the competition in Orlando, Florida, in June 2019. Our 
competitors were students from two-year and four-year universities from 
throughout the U.S., as well as students from China, America Somalia, and 
Canada. I came in fourth place, and two out of three students from OCC 
ranked in the top three in their various events. To me, moments like this 
confirm that OCC gives more than it gets from students. The goal of 
the college is not to make money of students, but to impart knowledge 
and help students do great things. 

With Honors 
Upon completing two semesters at OCC, I was inducted into Phi Theta 
Kappa, an international honor society. Then I became the Vice President 
of Service for my school’s chapter, Tau Iota. As the VP of Service, I have 
worked with organizations like the Brandon’s Elves Foundation and the 
Ashley Lauren Foundation, volunteering at their events and also helping 
with volunteers. Through this volunteer work, I came to realize OCC reaches 
its hand to the community. I also volunteer at the OCC Helping Hands Food 
Pantry. The food pantry is non-restricted and open to students on campus 
with no paperwork required except student ID numbers. Food is one of 
the essential necessities of life. In the pantry, there are diferent kinds of 
cooked and uncooked food, vegetables, fruits, gif cards to grocery stores 
and restaurants, and free access to the school cafeteria. All these are to 
make sure students stay healthy and do not study on an empty stomach. 

Getting Involved 
Ocean County College is a place where one learns and builds 
leadership skills. I became the President of the International Club, which 
is a club to celebrate diversity and culture. I realized OCC is a true melting 
pot, and I can now say I have friends from diferent parts of the world. OCC 
also cares about what students think and what they feel. As a senator for 
the Student Government Association, I can say students do have voices in 
decision-making, which is one of the numerous things I love about OCC. 

Due to my love for math, I also joined the Math Club. All these clubs and 
organizations have helped build my leadership skills, teamwork, and 
cooperative ability. Not only that, but I have also made long-term friends, 
some of whom have the same dream as me. 

I also work as a mentor at OCC, which is one of the several services to help 
guide and direct freshman students. Being in a new place is quite chal-
lenging. It takes a while to fit in. As a mentor, I regularly engage students in 
their freshman year courses, inform and update them about the activities 
on campus, introduce them to organizations and clubs, help them access 
information on their student accounts, and interact with them to learn 
more about their needs. I also share my experience as a freshman with 
them to make new students more comfortable on campus. 

When I’m 90 
OCC has smart, passionate, and great professors who really care about 
their students. I loved all my professors. They made sure all their students 
understood the material. I appreciated the content and lessons so much 
that I will be able to remember it all when I turn 90. Out of all the great 
classes I had at OCC, my favorites were General Chemistry and Precalculus. 
My professors made dificult topics look very easy. 

Campus Views 
Not only does OCC have an excellent academic standing, numerous 
clubs and organizations, great professors and staf, it also has a lovely 
campus. Spring is my favorite season on campus because of the colorful 
blooming flowers and the beautiful blue sky. There are several awesome 
spots students can hang out and study. My favorite spot on campus is 
the second floor of the Larson Student Center in front of the vast glass 
windows. I love to sit there while studying, eating, or chatting with friends. 

Proud to be a Viking 
Choosing to attend Ocean County College was one of the most significant 
decisions I have ever made and have never once regretted. 

I am proud to be a Viking, and I will continue to talk about the school 
everywhere I go. OCC is a school I would 100% recommend. 

14    Winter-Spring 2020 



      

    
 

    

“ 
OCC is a true melting pot, and I can now say I have friends from 
diferent parts of the world. 

” 
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A Perfect Balance 

DEPARTMENT / PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 

OCC Collaborates With 

Mobile Artist Kevin Reese 
to Create High-Flying Works of Art 

Earlier this year, the National Endowment for the Arts awarded 
the Jay and Linda Grunin Center for the Arts a grant of $10,000 to 
support a collaboration with mobile artist Kevin Reese, called 

“Mobilizing Our Community ” 
Reese, a California native, now based in Washington, D.C., 
conducts residencies to facilitate intensive learning opportunities. 

M r. Reese is an actor, designer, and visual artist with 40 years 
of experience working with young people as a performer and 
artist-in-residence,” said Mark Wilson, Executive Director of 
Cultural Programming & Partnerships for the Grunin Center. 

He is also a teacher of math, history, geometry, and physics, which he 
merges with his knowledge of art and art history. “Mr. Reese works 
with communities to create large permanent moving sculptures – at 
schools, community centers, and art centers – inspired by participants’ 
designs,” Wilson added. “This program connects both geographically 
and economically disadvantaged people, who may not otherwise have 
the opportunity to participate in such a large-scale art project.” 

“We will use this educational tool to connect 
diverse communities together through arts 
education,”  Wilson noted. 

Reese spoke to us from his D.C. office after weeks on the road for 
his “Mobilizing the Community” project. In 2001, he explained, he 
initiated the School Sculptures with Kevin Reese residency. 
This program created large permanent moving sculptures, 
inspired by the participants’ designs, and placed them at 
schools,  businesses, community centers,  and art centers,  

“Picture hundreds of your community’s residents – children, adults, 
seniors of every race, background, and ability – coming together,” 
notes Reese. “Picture them working side-by-side in community centers, 
schools, churches, and businesses to conceive and create hundreds of 
colorful pieces. Imagine all of these pieces connecting into a spectacular 
public art installation of high-flying, colorful, moving sculptures. 

“I think what sets me apart from other artists 
is that I am a collaborative artist,” Reese stated. 
“That’s what I do. I could make art on my own, 
but I choose to involve other people as much 
as possible.” 

Reese, who holds a degree in theater and design from the University 
of Santa Cruz, in California, and his wife, a playwright and director, 
staged a play in 1991 inspired by sculptor Alexander Calder, who 
basically invented the mobile. “A Perfect Balance” ran for 10 years. 
It was during that time that a school requested Reese facilitate 
a mobile project with its students. In subsequent workshops, 
participants inquired about creating more permanent works of art. 

In the past 18 years, SchoolSculptures with Kevin Reese has 
now crafted nearly 200 installations in 30 states throughout 
the country, powered by the “Mobilizing Our Community” man-
tra:  “Transform How You Connect with Your Community.” 

As part of the NEA grant, Reese visited OCC October 7-11 and 21-25, 
2019, and teamed up with several local schools, including East 
Dover Elementary, Ocean Academy, Island Heights Grade School, 
Eagleswood Elementary School, Ocean Gate Elementary School; 
and Southern Regional Middle School, as well as some students from 
Southern Regional High School and its nearby elementary schools. 
During these school visits, Reese worked with students to create 
miniature “maquette” mobiles, installed as part of the larger public 
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display , thereby creating a legacy that will open a dialogue about the 
importance of art and art’s place in a community. 

Reese will return to the area in the spring – 
March 2-6 and 16-20, and March 30-April 7, 2020, 
and will again collaborate with students at Southern Regional Middle 
School, Jackson Liberty High School, Jackson Memorial High School, 
and Appel Farm’s Creative Collaboratory Charter School. He will also 
team up with participants in the Ocean County Teen Arts Festival, the 
Monmouth County Teen Arts Festival, and the Salem and Gloucester 
Teen Arts Festival, in addition to working with OCC clubs in partnership 
with Student Life. 

Sponsors for the spring events include: Matus Law Group, Ozane 
Termite and Pest Control (Insectropolis), Greater Toms River Rotary, 
Days Hotel, Appel Farm, and Causeway Ford — the latter of which will 

empty out its Manahawkin showroom in early March to display a large 
mobile created by participants from the Ocean County community. 
“All those who participate in the ‘Mobilizing the Community’ programs 
are integral to the creative process. Because of that, they have a sense 
of ownership towards the artwork,” Reese stated. 

“All Americans should have access to the arts,” said Mary Anne Carter, 
acting chair of the NEA. “Grants such as this one for the Grunin Center 
are an important part of the National Endowment for the Arts’ work 

to ensure people in communities both large 
and small across the nation have the oppor-
tunity to experience the arts.” 

“I had a great time in the fall, 
with a lot of fascinating students,” 
- Reese remarked of his time in 
Ocean County. “I’m very excited 
to come back in the spring.” 
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OCC alumni, staff, faculty and 
Supporters took to the links at the Pine 
Barrens Golf Club in Jackson on Tuesday, TEEING UP SUCCESS 
October 15 to help raise scholarship 
funds for the students of Ocean County 
College. For 18 years, the Annual Golf Classic 
has been an integral part of the Foundation’s 
fundraising efforts and has contributed 
toward ensuring a quality, afordable college 
education right here at the Jersey Shore. 

The event, a scramble format, featured 
putting contests, longest-drive competitions, 
a 50/50 rafle, and prize boards, as well as 
an appearance from OCC’S favorite Viking, 
Vidar, who helped kick of the day’s festivities 
and posed with supporters for selfies 
throughout the day. The winning foursomes 
included long-time and new supporters of 
the Foundation, representing both Resintech, 
Inc., and Local Union 400 IBEW. The longest 
drive for men went to incoming Board Chair, 
Michael York, and for women, the prize was 
awarded to Jill Romanovksy.

 “Although our foursome came up short, 
with three out of four members under 5’ 
8”, a good time was had by all,” remarked 
Kenneth Malagiere, Executive Director of the 
OCC Foundation. 

As always, the biggest winners of the 
day were the students. “Thanks to our many 
sponsors and supporters, this year’s event 
raised over $57,000 to benefit the mission 
of our Foundation!” concluded Sherri A. 
Bray, Assistant Director of Special Events 
and Advancement. 

Attending the OCC Annual Golf Classic 
isn’t the only way to support the Foundation. 
With many special events and charitable 
campaigns throughout the year, the OCC 
Foundation works to enhance the lives of 
our entire Ocean County community through 
educational opportunities, access to quality 
programming and lifelong learning. To read 
more about the Foundation and upcoming 
events, please visit us at go.ocean.edu/ 
foundation. 

OCC’s 18th Annual Golf Classic 
Raises More Dollars for Scholars 

“ The event raised over $57,000 to benefit 
the mission of the OCC Foundation ” 
- Sherri A. Bray, Assistant Director of Events and Advancement 
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CHAMPION STUDENTS 
The Ocean County College Foundation 

champions the students of Ocean County 
by providing much needed scholarships 
while also offering support for other 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o g ra m s  f o r  t h e 
campus and the broader community. 
Foundation funding positively impacts 
students and creates many meaningful 
opportunities. Your very generous 
contributions enable the OCC Foundation to 
continue its eforts to make Ocean County 
a place where we are proud to live, work, 
and learn. 

THE FOUNDATION’S 
IMPACT THIS PAST YEAR: 

OVER 

$387,000 
AWARDED IN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

to deserving OCC students. 

OVER 

$275,000 
SUPPORTED 
CAMPUS PROGRAMS 
AND INITIATIVES, 
such as the Global Travel Experience, Arts 
on Campus, the Visiting Writer Series, and 
the Blauvelt Speaker Series. 

TOTAL 

31,286 
COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS IMPACTED 
by the Foundation support. 

The Ocean County College Foundation 
looks forward to the continued 
partnership with our donors and 
community in the year ahead. 

Please join us > 

SAVE THE DATE! 
BLAUVELT SPEAKER SERIES 

presented by 

Women’s Panel, 
100th Anniversary of 
the 19th Amendment 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2020 

Annual Scholarship Celebration 
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2020 

©
 P

ab
lo

 D
ur

an
a 

Capturing the Impossible
 THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2020 

Annual Golf Classic
 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2020 

Anjali Mehrotra 

Dr. Susan Cole 

Linda Bowden 

Kim Guadagno 

19th Annual19th Annual 
GOLFClassic
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Upon arriving on the third floor of the Instructional Building at 
OCC, you will find student artwork adorning the white brick walls of 
the hallways, with bright flashes of color, mesmerizing photographs, 
and meticulously crafted designs for students to view as they move 
from class to class. 

This is the Arts on Campus project, an endeavor of the Arts and 
Humanities staff to transform OCC into a place of artistic expression 
and inspiration. The project began several years ago and has grown 
in phases to expand from its very humble beginnings.

“In 2014, OCC began the Arts on 
Campus project,” says Heidi Sheridan, 
Dean of the School of Arts and Humanities 
at Ocean County College. “Back then, it 
took the form of two temporary exhibits 
in the Larson Student Center and the 
library. When the Instructional Building 
opened in 2018, we decided to create 
a permanent exhibit to showcase the 
work of our Graphic Design, Fine Arts, 
and Photography students.”

“I first created the proposal to exhibit 
student artwork just to add a few colorful 
brushstrokes to our diverse campus,” 
says Renate Pustiak, College Lecturer 
in the Graphic Design program. Her goal 
was to create an atmosphere that sparks  
inspiration among students and to 
allow her art students to tell their  
stories through photographs, paintings, 
and graphic design pieces. “Through 
the artwork featured on our walls, we 
were able to show that engaging the 
imagination through art and academia 
gives our students the affirmation needed to beat sometimes 
overwhelming odds.”

The response to the first phase of the Arts on Campus project 
was overwhelmingly positive. “After the first phase of the project, 
students just woke up,” says Pustiak. Students walking to their classes 
became “highly interested in the graphic design, photography, and 

fine arts courses, and participation in the Arts on Campus project.”

“Since the exhibit was installed in the Spring of 2019, so many 
students, community members, staff, and faculty have commented 
on the artwork,” says Dean Sheridan. “Students take pictures of the 
work and post it on social media, and many have asked about our 
programs and courses.”

“Having my artwork chosen and displayed at OCC makes me 
feel accomplished in my work and efforts,” says Troy Taylor, an 

OCC alumnus whose artwork hangs in 
the Instructional Building. “It gives me a 
sense of pride that’s so much different 
from getting an A. It reminds me of how 
hard I worked to be selected and that my  
determination does pay off in the end.”

The goals of the Arts on Campus  
project go far beyond merely beautifying 
the Instructional Building. “OCC has made 
it a priority to become a cultural center 
in Ocean County,” says Dean Sheridan. 
“We must continue to support the Arts 
and create more academic and cultural 
programming for the community.”

 Richard Fallon, Professor of Arts & 
Humanities, agrees. “OCC has always been 
a cultural center of Ocean County.  There 
are not many other places in Ocean County 
that one can go learn about and see this 
type of art.”

 The next phase of the Arts on Campus 
project is well underway, with new pieces 

and designs being selected for display on the second floor of the 
Instructional Building, and plans to expand throughout the campus. 

 “Renate Pustiak, Richard Fallon, College Lecturer Nathaniel Bard, 
Assistant Professor of Humanities Lisa Cecere, and all their students 
were instrumental in making the first phase of this project a great 
success,” says Dean Sheridan.“ I cannot wait to see what they do next.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

CAMPUS FEATURE

CAMPUS as a CANVAS 
How the Arts and Humanities 
Department is Inspiring OCC 

When you walk into the Instructional 
Building atrium at Ocean County 
College, you will find a sign that reads: 

“ 
Art enhances the aesthetic 
and intellectual experience of 
students, faculty, and visitors, 
and enriches the spirit, inviting 
all to enjoy the natural beauty 
of our campus and the many 
creative artistic expressions 
ofered throughout the campus. 

” 
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The goals of the Arts on Campus project go far 
beyond merely beautifying the Instructional Building. 
“ OCC has made it a priority to become 

Background Photo:a cultural center in Ocean County. ” Diedra McGrath 

- Heidi Sheridan, Dean of the School of Arts and Humanities OCEAN VIEWS     21
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Kelly Kantenwein 

Twin 

Athletes 

ATHLETICS  

TWO FOR ONE: STUDENT 

RACKETS, BATS, AND BOWLING BALLS 
Kelly: I started playing tennis during my 
freshman year of high school. I did that because 
I play sofball, and I figured that it was the same 
movement as swinging a bat. 

Amber: I played tennis all four years of high 
school. I also was on my high school sofball 
team and bowling team. 

FIGURING IT ALL OUT 
Kelly: What prompted me to enroll at OCC is 
that I wasn’t sure about what I wanted to do 
yet, so why waste all that money at a four-year 
school? Amber and I hadn’t talked about going 
to diferent colleges; we just assumed we would 
be together. 

Amber: I really didn’t know what I really wanted 
to do once I got to college, or what major I 
wanted. Kelly and I never really talked about 
going to the same or diferent colleges. But if 
we did end up going our separate ways, I think 
I would be able to do it. 

ACCOLADES 
Kelly: Last year’s Tennis Team MVP: My expe 
rience as a Viking student-athlete has been 
amazing. The staf and coaches are exceptional, 
and they help you with anything you have 
issues with. 
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Student-

Kelly and 
Amber 
Kantenwein 
Hometown: Barnegat Amber: I am glad I chose to attend Ocean 
High School: Barnegat High School County College. I recommend OCC to everyone 
OCC Class Year: 2020 because it was and is the best decision I ever 
Sport: Tennis  

made. It was the best for me because it helped 
me figure out what major I wanted to go into. 

Amber: Last year’s Coaches’ Award winner: 
This was an experience I would never change. ONWARD AND UPWARD 
Last year we were a team full of freshmen with Kelly:I am going to be attending a four-year 
only two returners and we ended up coming in school to get my bachelor’s degree. I’m not 
fourth last year at Regionals. This year, when sure in what yet. 
Kelly and I were told we were going to be first Amber: I see myself becoming a nurse, and 
doubles partners, we couldn’t be happier. hopefully finishing out my education at Rutgers 

University in New Brunswick. NATIONALS, NATURALLY 
Kelly: This year, we were invited to go to 
Nationals in Peachtree City, Georgia, where 
we came in sixth. 

Amber: My favorite memory was when we 
lost at Regionals, and just like that, my final 
season playing tennis came to an end — or 
so I thought. When our Athletic Director (Ilene 
Cohen) showed up, she hugged all of us and 
told us how proud she was of us to get third. 
Then she said, “Well, your season’s not over yet. 
You have a long week of practices to get ready 
for Nationals in Peachtree City, Georgia.” I was 
overwhelmed with emotions. 

DOUBLE TROUBLE 
Kelly: A pro about playing with a sibling is that 
you always have someone to practice with. She 
cheers me up when I am down. The cons of 
being on the same team are that you will tend Amber Kantenwein 

to argue with your sibling when you disagree 
about something while you are playing. 

Amber: A lot of the pros are you know what 
each other’s weaknesses are and what each 
other’s advantages are. Some cons are that 
you will argue and get mad at each other over 
the stupidest things. If you ever thought that 
siblings fight, just wait until you’re partnered 
up together (as a doubles team)! 

HARD WORK PAYS OFF 
Kelly: I am thrilled that I chose to attend OCC. 
One recommendation I have for future students 
who want to attend OCC is that if you don’t put 
time and efort into your schoolwork, don’t 
expect an A. 
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Gina McLean 

Twin 
ATHLETE  

FAMILY MATTERS 
Gina: I played soccer throughout high school 
and ran track and field. I started playing soccer 
when I was 6 years old. I first got involved by 
joining a local soccer team in my town with my 
sister, and our mom was one of the coaches. 

Erin: I played soccer in high school, freshman 
year to my senior year. I played on my local 
soccer travel team with my sister and ran track 
and field in middle school and high school. 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 
Gina: I enrolled at Ocean Country College 
because they have a great soccer program 
and my major, which is education. My sister and 
I always knew that we were attending college 
together because we do everything together. 

Erin: I enrolled at OCC because I fell in love 
with the school and the athletics program. 
The school also has my major - I want to be 
an educator for elementary school students. 

ON THE FIELD 
Gina: It’s been an awesome experience (to be a 
Vikings athlete). I have a great team and a great 
coaching staf that push me to the next level. 

Erin: My experience as a Vikings student athlete 
has been excellent. I have a great team and 
coaching staf who care about each other. 

Student-
Athletes 
Gina and Erin 
McLean 
Hometown: Point Pleasant  
High School: Point Pleasant Boro 
OCC Class Year: 2021  
Sport: Soccer   

WINS, LOSSES & MEMORIES 
Gina: My favorite moment was our first home 
game of the season. I was so excited, and so 
was my team. It was our first game playing as 
a team, but we did very well. Afer the game, 
our coach told us that our season was going 
to be the best ever. 
Erin: My favorite game was when our team 
made it to the semifinals against Brookdale. It 
was a hard-fought game on both sides. It was a 
tough loss for me because it was my first time 
playing in a semifinals game with this team. 

PROS & CONS 
Gina: One advantage of playing a sport with a 
sibling is that she can help you and work with 
you to get better every day. As for attending 
college with a sibling, a pro is she can help you 
with your homework for a class. 
Erin: An advantage of playing a sport alongside 
a sibling is that she can give you advice on 
playing better on the field, and coach and 
cheer you on from the sidelines. Also, my sister 
can practice my skills with me afer practice 
or games. Of course, playing with your sibling 
means you have a competition to see who is 
the best soccer player. 

THE RIGHT CHOICE 
Gina: I am happy I chose Ocean County College 
because of the fantastic athletics program and 

the great teachers I have. I would recommend 
OCC to other students because of its top-notch 
educational programs. 

Erin: I am happy that I chose OCC because 
the teachers and staf care about their stu 
dents. I recommend the school to other people 
because it is the best school to get an excellent 
education before you move on to your next 
school. 

CHAMPION ROLE MODELS 
Gina: My favorite professional team is the USA 
Women’s Soccer Team. During the World Cup, 
they showed everyone how to never give up 
on your dream. 

Erin: My professional sports team is the United 
States Women’s National Soccer Team. My 
favorite athletes are Carli Lloyd, Alex Morgan, 
and Abby Wambach. 

FUTURE GOALS 
Gina: Afer graduation, I will be attending Kean 
University. I want to eventually get my master’s 
degree and become a great teacher. I hope to 
make a diference in students’ lives. 

Erin: After graduation, I will attend Kean 
University and get a degree in education so 
I can teach kindergartners. I would love to 
teach kids. 

Erin McLean 
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PicnicPicnicPicnic 
at the Lakewood BlueClaws game 
First Energy Park 

7th Annual 
Alumni, Students, and Staff

SAVE THE DATE! 

A great oportunity to catch up with 
your friends from the OCC Community! 

To purchase tickets visit 
go.ocean.edu/BlueClaws 

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2020 
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OCC COMMUNITY

As seen on Social Media 
@OceanEdu 
Ryan Luurtsema, 

Ocean County College’s Veteran 
Coordinator, speaks with 
Jill Horner, of Comcast News, 
about serving Veterans and Active 
Military members at a local level. 

@OceanEdu 

Welcome back Vikings 
#MyOcean 
#firstdayofschool 
#oceancountycollege 
#Fall2019 

@OceanEdu 
We’re celebrating 

National S.T.E.M./S.T.E.A.M. Day 
by highlighting our very own 
CAMP STEAM, Makers Club, 
and Art Students! 
#NationalSTEAMDay #MyOcean 




