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What employers demand evolves as technology, social needs, and global concerns change. We 
owe to our students and our community the capacity to lead change and to demonstrate once 
again that we are of and for the community. 
 
This work will require us to think differently than we may have in the past, but the outcomes will 
strengthen us institutionally and will better prepare our students for the future.  
 
(Slide 31) I welcome questions or comments.  

































































Ocean Women’s Soccer Secures 
Third Straight Region 19 Title
OCC Women’s Soccer continued their dominance last fall, captur-
ing their third consecutive Region 19 championship. Under the 
leadership of head coach Breeana Cassidy, the Vikings have now 
claimed the region title in each of her first three seasons at the 
helm. Ocean made an early statement, opening the season with 
five straight shutout victories and winning seven of their first eight 
matches. The team finished the season with a strong overall record 
of 10-5-1, further cementing their status as a regional powerhouse.
NJCAA All-American Team: Rory Hagen, Katherin Munoz
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team: Leilani Borges, Rory Hagen, 
Katherin Munoz, Brooke Ossimina
All-Garden State Athletic Conference Team: Leilani Borges, 
Alyssa Duff, Rory Hagen, Katherin Munoz, Brooke Ossimina

OCC Golf Delivers Consistent 
Performance Throughout 2025 
Season
The OCC Golf team’s 2025 season was defined by remarkable 
consistency, finishing no lower than third place in all six of their 
matches. The Vikings opened the season on a high note with 
a 1st place finish at Seaview Bay on March 31, setting the tone 
for a strong campaign. They closed out the year with a solid 3rd 
place showing at the Region 19 Championship Tournament, held 
May 13–14 at Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains, NJ. OCC’s 
steady performance throughout the season reflects a team 
that remained competitive from start to finish.
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team: Rocco Scarabino
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OCC Athletics Department 
Announces New Men’s 
& Women’s Volleyball 
Coaching Staff
In July, the OCC Athletic Department welcomed a new 
coaching lineup for its volleyball programs. Dan Torsiello 
has been appointed as the head coach of the Women’s 
Volleyball team, joined by Katelyn Reilly as the new 
assistant coach.
On the men’s side, Jose Rafael was named head coach 
of the Men’s Volleyball squad, and Hannah Steidle has 
joined the team in the role of assistant coach.

Vikings Men’s Soccer Battles Through 
Season, Reaches District Final
The Vikings Men’s Soccer team endured a see-saw start to their season, 
alternating wins and losses through their first eight matches. After a 2-5 start, 
the Vikings turned things around in impressive fashion with a seven-game 
unbeaten streak, highlighted by four shutouts and two postseason victories. 
That late-season surge carried OCC into the District B Final, where their run 
ultimately came to an end—falling just short of a Region 19 championship. 
Despite the tough finish, the Vikings demonstrated resilience and growth, 
making a strong statement in the postseason.
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team: Alex Baginski, Jack Eubanks, Jayson Nardone
All-Garden State Athletic Conference Team: Alex Baginski, Jack Eubanks, 
Jayson Nardone

Men’s Basketball Finishes Strong
The Vikings Men’s Basketball team opened their season with a rollercoaster of results—
starting with three straight wins, followed by a five-game skid, then two more victories and 
another loss. But the team found its rhythm in the second half of the season, catching fire 
to win 11 of their final 14 games. OCC closed the year with a 16-9 overall record, marking 
their best season since 2016-17. The Vikings were especially dominant at home, compiling 
an impressive 12-1 record inside the OCC gym, proving nearly unbeatable in front of their 
home crowd. The late-season surge and strong home-court presence point to a promising 
future for the program.
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team: Jamari Smith
All-Garden State Athletic Conference Team: Jamari Smith
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Ocean County College’s Ilene Cohen  
Honored with NJ Council of County Colleges 
“Spirit Award”
Ocean County College Executive Director of Athletics, Ilene Cohen, was presented with 
the prestigious “Spirit Award” by the New Jersey Council of County Colleges on June 5. 
The ceremony took place at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino in Atlantic City.
With over 30 years of experience in athletic administration and inductions into both 
The College of New Jersey and Union High School Athletic Halls of Fame, Ilene was rec-
ognized for her unwavering dedication to student-athletes and her impactful service to 
the community.
Reflecting on the honor, Cohen shared, “What an incredible evening. I am truly honored 
by this recognition. It’s not a job when it’s about loving what you do and who you do it 
with, as well as the difference one can make for students.”
The celebration also highlighted Ocean County College student Areeba Zulkarnain, who 
was named an “NJ Student of the Year” at the event.
The New Jersey Council of County Colleges, governed by the presidents and trustees of 
New Jersey’s 18 community colleges and established by state law, serves over 230,000 
students annually. The council’s mission is to provide high-quality education, foster 
career growth, and enhance workforce skills across the state.
To learn more about the New Jersey Council of County Colleges, visit  
njcommunitycolleges.org.

42 Student-Athletes Named to 
2024-25 NJCAA All-Academic Teams
Congratulations to the following 42 OCC student-athletes, each of whom were recently named to 
the 2024-25 NJCAA All-Academic Teams!

1st Team (4.0 GPA)
Batool Abdelmalak (W. Cross Country)
Claudia Cosme (W. Volleyball)
Max Dyba (M. Soccer)
Dekari Harrell (M. Basketball)
Alyssa Maisano (W. Soccer)
Jason Marchitello (M. Soccer)
Angela Matthews (W. Basketball)
Jordan Motyka (W. Volleyball/Softball)
Robert Peirson (M. Basketball/M. 
Volleyball)
Rocco Scarabino (Golf)
Daniel Sicknick (Golf)
Emma Stich (W. Volleyball)
Mateusz Torba (M. Soccer)
Rhianon Wohlrab (W. Volleyball)

2nd Team (3.80 – 3.99 GPA)
Anthony Bilello (Baseball)
Natalie Christie (W. Soccer)
Victor Cisneros (M. Cross Country)
Julianna Cummings (W. Soccer)
Anthony Eckerson (Baseball)
Omar Hadid (M. Basketball)
Tom LaSpina (Baseball)
Amber LoPresti (W. Tennis)
Anna Malandro (W. Volleyball)
Shay Searles (W. Volleyball)
Joseph Spisso (M. Basketball)
Nickolas Vecchio (M. Soccer)

3rd Team (3.60 – 3.79 GPA)
Dorian Alston (M. Basketball)
David Alvarez (M. Volleyball)
Madison Bernardo (Softball)
Evan Booth (Baseball)
Emily Browner (W. Cross Country)
Brogan Duelly (M. Volleyball)
Alyssa Duff (W. Soccer)
Joshua Evans (M. Soccer)
Cristian Garced (Baseball)
Jillianna Howard (W. Basketball/Softball)
Clairissa Joseph (W. Basketball)
Daniel Kejda (M. Volleyball)
Evan Kwortnik (Baseball)
Steven Miller (Baseball)
Joe Nascimento (Baseball)
Madison Todd (W. Soccer)
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Ocean County College Recognized by NJCAA  
for Team Academic Excellence
The NJCAA has announced its Academic Teams of the Year for each sport, recognizing teams that achieved a 
cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher during the 2024–2025 academic year.
Ocean County College is proud to have six athletic teams honored for their academic achievements!

Women’s Volleyball – 3.73 GPA Women’s Soccer – 3.16 GPA

Women’s Cross Country – 3.44 GPA Men’s Soccer – 3.07 GPA

Women’s Tennis – 3.36 GPA Baseball – 3.06 GPA

Congratulations to our student-athletes for their hard work and 
commitment to excellence both on the field and in the classroom!
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OCC Student-Athletes Excel Academically
Our student-athletes demonstrated excellence in their sport and classroom during their seasons. An impressive 100 
students earned All-Garden State Athletic Conference (GSAC) Academic Team honors by maintaining a 3.00 GPA or 
higher. Additionally, 84 athletes were named to the All-Region 19 Academic Team, achieving a 3.25 GPA or higher, while 
25 student-athletes proudly finished the season with a perfect 4.0 GPA. These achievements reflect our student-athletes’ 
dedication and hard work, who strive for greatness in every aspect of their college experience.

 All-Garden State Athletic Conference (GSAC) (3.0 GPA or higher)
 All-Region 19 (3.25 GPA or higher)
 4.0 GPA

FALL 2024
ESPORTS
Victor Colon  
(Esports/M. Cross Country)

Sam Gross 

Christian Riley 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Dekari Harrell 

Robert Peirson 

Dorian Alston 

Dylan Csik 

Aiden Falduto 

Omar Hadid 

Myles Marabuto 

Joseph Spisso 

Brian Starrett 

Evan Weiner 

MEN’S SOCCER
Jason Marchitello 

Mateusz Torba 

Sam Barney 

Ken Caruso 

Max Dyba 

Owen Elliott 

Jack Eubanks 

Joshua Evans 

Julian Marfino 

Aidan Marotta 

Chase Norling 

Nick Vecchio 

Michael Vivolo 

Danny Eberlin 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Tatiana Hernandez 

Jillanna Howard 

Clairissa Joseph 

Angela Matthews 

Brooke Schmidt 

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
Batool Abdelmalak 

Gianna Browner 

Emily Flores 

Emily Ciancia 

Isabelle Towey 

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Julianna Cummings 

Alyssa Maisano 

Leilani Borges 

Natalie Christie 

Alyssa Duff 

Loghan Henry 

Taylor Lewis 

Brianna Merz 

Isabella Silva 

Madison Todd 

Morgan Dobbin 
Arianna McMahon 

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Claudia Cosme 

Jordan Motyka 

Emma Stich 

Rhianon Wohlrab 

Sofia Arguedas 

Averie Barneman 

Anna Malandro 

Angela Matthews 

Shay Searles 

Abby Szuba 

SPRING 2025
BASEBALL
Anthony Bilello 

Evan Booth 

Evan Kwortnik 

Tom LaSpina 

Ryan Mulcahey 

Anthony Eckerson 

Cristian Garced 

Joe Nascimento 

Sabastian Sussino 

Dominic Urso 

Ryan Ushock 

Brendan Lavin 
Patrick McKay 
Shaun Olcott 

GOLF
Rocco Scarabino 

Daniel Sicknick 

Maxx Agnello 

Brayden Anhorn 

James Borowski 
Dallas Weisse 

SOFTBALL
Madison Bernardo 

Jordan Motyka 

Sofia Arguedas 

Jalena Carpenter 

Nina DiGeronimo 

Jillianna Howard 

Averie Barneman 

MEN’S TENNIS
Joseph Zamudio 

Yael Carpinteyro 
Aiden Falduto 
Christian Riley 

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Erika Breitenbach 

Amber LoPresti 

Ashley Chandler 
Annellie Lopez 

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Danny Kejda 

Robert Peirson 

David Alvarez 

Sam Barney 

Daniel Brunke 

Brogan Duelly 

Erick Ortiz 

Congratulations to all of our 
outstanding student-athletes!
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ESPORTS
With two singles championships in their 
first five years, the Esports team has 
already established a strong tradition 
of success. Although this year saw the 
team narrowly miss the postseason, the 
Vikings remain poised to bounce back 
and continue their upward trajectory in 
the seasons ahead.

CROSS COUNTRY (M/W)
The Women’s Cross Country team 
delivered a strong performance, 
finishing 2nd overall at the Region 19 
Championship held on October 27 
at Branch Brook Park in Newark, NJ. 
Freshman standout Batool Abdelmalak 
led the charge all season and capped 
off her impressive campaign by placing 
7th individually at the championship, 
showcasing tremendous potential for 
the Vikings moving forward.
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team:  
Batool Abdelmalak

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
The Women’s Volleyball team finished 
their 2024-25 campaign with a solid 10-8 
overall record. The Vikings advanced to 
the NJCAA East District B Semi-Final, 
where they faced a tough challenge 
against perennial rival Raritan Valley 
CC, ultimately falling short. The team’s 
competitive season highlights their 
continued growth and determination. 
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team: Claudia 
Cosme, Anna Malandro, Abby Szuba
All-Garden State Athletic Conference 
Team: Claudia Cosme, Anna Malandro

BASEBALL 
Competing in one of the nation’s 
toughest regions, the Vikings baseball 
team fought through a challenging, 
injury-plagued season to finish with 11 
hard-earned wins. Sophomore team 
captain Ryan Ushock led the charge 
offensively, delivering an impressive 
7 home runs and maintaining a .413 
batting average, providing steady 
leadership on and off the field.
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team:  
Ryan Ushock
All-Garden State Athletic Conference 
Team: Ryan Ushock

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Vikings Women’s Basketball team 
showed promising growth during 
the 2024-25 season under new head 
coach Sarah Porter, doubling their win 
total with 6 victories—a significant 
improvement over the previous two 
years.
The Vikings’ success was fueled by 
standout performances from freshman 
Brooke Schmidt, who averaged 16.7 
points and 9.8 rebounds per game, 
and sophomore Tatiana Hernandez, 
contributing 14.1 points and 5.8 
rebounds per game. These dual threats 
have set the foundation for an exciting 
future. 

SOFTBALL
After enduring two consecutive winless 
seasons, the Vikings softball team finally 
struck gold, earning their first victory in 
three seasons on March 29. The team 
went on to capture three wins overall 
this season. The Vikings are determined 
to build on this momentum. Onward 
and upward for Softball in 2026!

TENNIS (M/W)
The Women’s Tennis team faced a 
difficult rebuilding season, finishing 
winless through six matches as they 
worked to build experience and depth 
for next season.
Meanwhile, the Men’s Tennis team 
secured two hard-fought wins against 
Brookdale CC, ending the season with 
a 2-4 overall record. Both teams look 
forward to growth and development in 
the upcoming season.
NJCAA All-Region 19 Team:  
Aiden Falduto
All-Garden State Athletic Conference 
Team: Aiden Falduto

Sport Shorts
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Meet the OCC Athletic Administration Staff and Head Coaches

Ilene Cohen
Executive Director

icohen@ocean.edu

Tricia Carroll
Asst. Athletic Director

pcarroll@ocean.edu

Darlene LaMonica
Office Coordinator

dlamonica@ocean.edu

Kevin Byrne
Coord. of Sports 

Information & Athletics  
kbyrne@ocean.edu

Pete DiStefano
Athletic Trainer/Coor.

occathletictrainer@ocean.edu

John Ruhl
Esports

occ-e-sports@ocean.edu

Brandon Shymanski
Cross Country

crosscountry@ocean.edu

David Rotan
Athletics Attendant

drotan@ocean.edu

Ed McRae 
Baseball

baseball@ocean.edu

Sean Fawcett
Golf 

golf@ocean.edu

Patrick Boylan
Men’s Basketball 

mbasketball@ocean.edu

Sal Colino
Men’s Soccer

msoccer@ocean.edu

Megan Forgione
Men’s/Women’s Tennis

mtennis@ocean.edu

Jose Rafael
Men’s Volleyball

mvolleyball@ocean.edu

Courtney Damiano
Softball 

softball@ocean.edu

Sarah Porter
Women’s Basketball

wbasketball@ocean.edu

Dan Torsiello
Women’s Volleyball

wvolleyball@ocean.edu

Breeana Cassidy
Women’s Soccer

wsoccer@ocean.edu

Vidar the Viking
Mascot
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Ready to be an OCC Viking?
Are you interested in competing in collegiate 

athletics this fall? The Ocean County College 
Athletic Department is  

actively recruiting year-round  
for the following programs: 
Baseball
Basketball (Men’s/Women’s)
Cross Country (Men’s/Women’s)
Esports

Golf
Soccer (Men’s/Women’s)

Softball
Tennis (Men’s/Women’s)

Volleyball (Men’s/Women’s)

Get started today! Fill out our recruiting form and student-athlete eligibility forms online.

LET’S GO VIKINGS!

Visit us online: www.occvikings.com
View team schedules, rosters, bios, statistics, box scores, live or archived video streams, and more! 
• Notifications
• Schedules
• Live scoring
•� Event statistics
• Audio & video links (when available)
• Photo galleries
• Event recaps

OCEAN CC VIKING ATHLETICS

@OCEANVIKINGS

@OCEAN_CC_VIKINGS

https://occvikings.com/student_athletes/recruiting_form
https://occvikings.com/student_athletes/Eligibility_Page_Draft_Edit.pdf
http://www.occvikings.com
https://www.facebook.com/occvikingathletics
https://twitter.com/oceanvikings
https://www.instagram.com/ocean_cc_vikings/


Hispanic Heritage Month and Latinx Heritage Month 
 

Ocean County College proudly joins the National celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15). This federally recognized 

observance honors the history, culture, and contributions of people with 
ancestry from Spanish-speaking countries. Established in 1968 as Hispanic 

Heritage Week by President Lyndon B. Johnson and expanded to a month in 
1988 under President Ronald Reagan, the observance highlights the 

contributions of Hispanic communities in shaping the United States.  
 

Alongside this observance, many institutions and organizations also 
celebrate Latinx Heritage Month. While not an official federal designation, 

Latinx Heritage Month recognizes people with roots in Latin America 
regardless of language. The term “Latinx” is also used as a gender-inclusive 

alternative to “Latino” or “Latina,” reflecting the diversity and 

intersectionality of Latin American identities.  The two terms are often used 
together, yet they reflect slightly different focuses:  

 
• Hispanic Heritage Month emphasizes the shared connection to the 

Spanish language.  
• Latinx Heritage Month expands the celebration to include all Latin 

American cultures and recognizes evolving, inclusive identities.  
 

At Ocean County College, we proudly celebrate and honor our Hispanic and 
Latinx students, faculty, and staff, whose vibrant cultures, rich traditions, 

and meaningful contributions strengthen and enrich our campus community.  
In 2024, OCC held its inaugural flag-raising ceremony, symbolizing Ocean 

County College’s commitment to honoring the rich traditions and 
contributions of the Hispanic and Latinx communities both on our campus 

and beyond.  This year, the flag will fly once again from September 15 – 

October 15, serving as a visible commitment to our Hispanic and Latinx 
members.   

 
A variety of events, cultural programs, and opportunities to learn and 

celebrate will be offered throughout the month.   
 

• Robert J. Novins Planetarium:  Celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
Month Through Astronomy 

 
This September, join us for special showings of two inspiring films that 

highlight Hispanic and Central/South American Cultures.   
 



• Big Astronomy: Discover the powerful stories of astronomers 
working in Chile, home to some of the world’s most advanced 

observatories.  
 

Showtimes:   
 

• Tuesday, September 17 at 1:30 PM  
• Wednesday, September 18 at 1:30 PM  

• Friday, September 20 at 4:30 PM  
 

Tickets and Information 
 

• The First Stargazers: Explore ancient skywatching traditions, 
including a brief segment on the Maya civilization and their 

astronomical insights.  

 
Showtimes:  

 
• Tuesday, September 24 at 1:30 PM  

• Wednesday, September 25 at 1:30 PM  
• Friday, September 27 at 4:30 PM  

 
Tickets and Information 

 
• Tutoring Center Events 

 
Students, Faculty, and Staff, the Tutoring Center cordially invites you to 

celebrate, educate, and take up space by participating in one of our many 
Hispanic Heritage Month events, such as our photo op, hunt for 

knowledge, student mosaic, and much more! Click the link below for 

dates and details:  
 

https://occtutoringcenterhhmevents.my.canva.site/  
  

  
• Ocean County College Library 

 
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month by checking out OCC Library 

Overdrive for access to eBooks written by Hispanic and Latinx authors  
 

https://booking.ocean.edu/EventAvailability?EventId=4802
https://booking.ocean.edu/EventAvailability?EventId=3801
https://occtutoringcenterhhmevents.my.canva.site/
https://ocean.overdrive.com/collection/1550730
https://ocean.overdrive.com/collection/1550730


REQUIRED REPORTING STATISTICS 
Board of Trustees Meeting: T h u r s ,  S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 5  
 
County College Board of Trustees, for its regular meeting. This report consists of all offenses defined as 
reportable crimes under the federal Jeanne Clery Act, fires, and other emergencies, which occurred on 
campus during the reporting period of 7/19/25 – 8/28/25. 

 

1.) A count and classification of all criminal incidents (defined as reportable crimes under the federal Jeanne Clery Act) 
which occurred on campus and which were recorded by campus security, campus security authority (CSA) or local 
police departments. 

DATE CRIME SUMMARY STATUS 
Occurred: 
Reported:   

 Nothing to report  

Occurred: 
Reported: 

  
 

  

Occurred:  
Reported:  

   

2.) A list of campus alerts, threats or emergencies which occurred on campus 

DATE ALERT/THREAT SUMMARY STATUS 
Occurred: 
Reported: 

 Nothing to report  

Occurred: 
Reported: 

   

Occurred: 
Reported: 

   

3.) A count and classification of all fire incidents which occurred on campus and which were recorded by campus security 
and local fire departments. 

DATE FIRE INCIDENT SUMMARY STATUS 
Occurred:   
Reported: 

 Nothing to report  

Occurred: 
Reported: 

   

 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
Thomas DeSimone 
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